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The qualifying stage is over, and Hefei now counts in eights. The championship reshapes itself into tighter
groups of eight: in the A Final of every category the world title is on the line, while the other finals play for
the medals of their own group.

( © unauthorized copying or sharing of (parts of) this bulletin is strictly forbidden and illegal. j




JOAN GERARD YOUTH AWARDS

The Joan Gerard Youth Awards aim at rewarding aptitude, fair play, good sportsmanship and a
friendly international spirit, rejecting any discrimination. They will be presented every year at the
Youth Bridge Teams Championships and at the World Youth Transnational Bridge Championships to
a player from each category (U26, U26W, U21, U16, U31).

Each of the attending players, NPCs, coaches, WBF championship officials and members of the
staff can nominate one player per category to receive the Joan Gerard Youth Award. No one can
nominate players from his/her own country.

The final selection will be made by a Commission composed of the members of the Championship

Committee and chaired by the Master of Protocol & Ceremony. The result will be announced and
the Joan Gerard Youth Awards presented at the Prize-giving Ceremony.

TEAMS CHAMPIONSHIPS
PRIZE GIVING CEREMONY

The prize giving ceremony of the Teams Championships will take place today
Wednesday, 5 August 2026
as soon as possible after end of play.
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Good Afternoon!

by Mark Horton

In Round 3 of the Championships we turn
our attention to the U21 event.

Board 2. Dealer East. N/S Vul.

® K105
¥ KAQ53
¢ AKQ
& 1092

® 72

Y —

¢ 1087653

A

& AKQb4L ks‘
®3

v J10742

¢ 9472
® J753

RDFZ HK Alumni v Navigator Gd Chn
Open Room
West North
Xie Zhang

East

South
Wang Ni
i) Pass

INT Dble L& All Pass
South led the ®J and declarer ruffed in
dummy, cashed the top club pitching a
diamond and two hearts, ruffed a diamond,
ruffed a heart, ruffed a club and played two

rounds of spades, +480.

Closed Room

West North East
Teng He Liu
— 1®
24 ZNT 3@
L& Pass LNT*
Hé* Pass 6@

LNT RKCB
o® | keycard

South led the #8, giving declarer a difficult
opportunity.

He took North's #10, cashed dummy’s top
clubs, discarding a diamond and a heart
and ruffed a club. A heart ruff allowed
him to play the last club and North was
helpless; if he ruffed declarer would not
lose a trump, but when he discarded the
remaining heart loser went away, +980 and
11 IMPs to RDFZ HK Alumni.

Board 5. Dealer North. N/S Vul.
e A
v 85
¢ KI097652
& )82

&

A4
® JB86bL4
9 632

¢ 43
* KQ4

¢ Q1093
Q974
¢ A8
® 653

® K72
v AKJI10
¢ QJ

® AI097

Warsaw University 1v ASA
Open Room

West North

A Chen Whuk

— 3¢

3@ All Pass

East
C Chen
Dble

South

Adamczak
Pass

Played by West, there is no way to prevent
declarer from taking ten tricks. North led
the #A and switched to the #8, but declarer
won in dummy and drew trumps, +170.

Closed Room

West North East
Izwantowski  Shen Tokarski
— Pass 14

1L 4 3¢ Le

South
Huang
Pass
All Pass

North led the #A and switched to the ¢10,
+420 and 7 IMPs to Warsaw University 1.




RDFZ HK Alumni v Navigator Gd Chn

Open Room

West North East South
Xie Zhang Wang Ni

— 24 Dble 29
20 Dble Rdbl 3¢
L@ All Pass

South's baby psyche was successful.
North led the ®8 and declarer won with
dummy’'s ®10 and played a spade for the
nine and ace, North switching to the #2.
Declarer took dummy’s #A, cashed the #K
and then played the #9. However, his fate
was sealed, he could not avoid two down,
-100.

Closed Room

West North East South
Teng He Liu Huang

— 3¢ Dble Pass
Le* Pass L@ All Pass

EW found their heart fit, but when South
led the ¢4 declarer was in trouble. He took
dummy's €A and played a spade, North
winning and unwisely switching to the #2.
That saw declarer win with the #A, draw
trumps, cash the #K and take the marked
finesse for +420 and 11 IMPs to RDFZ HK
Alumni.
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Board 6. Dealer East. E/W Vul.

® 9864
® 973
¢ 96
& AKQ6
® K1053 ® AQ72
© AK4L?2 WVN‘E ¢ QJ5
¢ 5 ¢ K743
#1087 ks‘ 94
®
v 1086
¢ AQJ1082
$ 532
Warsaw University 1v ASA
Open Room
West North East South
A Chen Whuk C Chen Adamczak
— — 14 Pass
1@ Pass INT 24
Dble Pass 29 All Pass

North led the #A and switched to the 46,
South winning with the 410 and returning
the ®#J. Declarer won with the #K and exited
with a club, North winning and continuing
with the 9. Declarer ruffed, played the
&) covered and ruffed and could now have
cashed the ®QJ and ruffed a diamond for
the 10 tricks - the #7 was a winner. When
he tried to cash the ®A South ruffed and
played the ¢A and which held declarer to
eight tricks, +110.

Closed Room

West North East South
Izwantowski  Shen Tokarski Huang

— — L. 3¢

Dble L L& All Pass

South led the #2 and North won with the
#(Q, cashed the #A and switched to the ¢9,
South winning with the 410 and exiting with
the #5. Declarer ruffed, cashed the #AQ
and claimed, the #10 being his tenth trick,
+620 and 11 IMPs to Warsaw University 1.




Board 9. Dealer North. E/W Vul.

® /95
v 82
¢ 10 4
® KQJ1073
® ANb6?2 N ® 108
v AQJ6 W"E © 10943
¢ Q9532 S ¢ AJBT6
5 ® 64
® KQ743
¥ K75
¢ K
& AN982
Warsaw University 1v ASA
Open Room
West North East South
A Chen Wnuk C Chen Adamczak
— 38 Pass 3NT
All Pass

West led the #A and when East followed
with the #10 he switched to the ®A, East
playing the ®4. When West continued with
the @6 declarer took 11 tricks, +460.

Closed Room

West North East South
Izwantowski  Shen Tokarski Huang
— 38 Pass Pass
Dble Pass 3¢ L
All Pass

East led the #10 and West won and switched
to the €9, East winning and playing the ®10.
That put the defenders ahead 4-0, calling
to mind the third place match between
England and France in the World Cup. It
was 11 IMPs to Warsaw University 1.

RDFZ HK Alumni v Navigator Gd Chn

Open Room

West North East South
Xie Zhang Wang Ni

— 38 Pass Pass
Dble Pass 3@ L
4Le All Pass

South led the #A and when North followed
with the #K he switched to the #3, North

winning with the #J and returning the #9.
Declarer took dummy's ®A, ruffed a spade
and ran the ®10. After drawing trumps he
ran the €Q to South’'s rabbinical ¢K and
scored +620.

Closed Room

West North East South
Teng He Liu Huang
— Pass Pass 1
Dble 26 Pass 36
Pass L@ All Pass

West led the #5 and declarer won with the
#A and played a spade tot the jack and a
spade, West winning and switching to the
¢2. East won with the A and switched to
the ®10 for the king and ace. If West returns
the ®6 he will collect his club ruff, but he
was happy to cash the ®Q for -50, 11 IMPs
to Navigator Gd Chn.

Board 12. Dealer West. N/S Vul.

® J102
® K9752
¢ 54
1053
® AKQ943 & ® 8
v AQ W"E ¢ J863
¢ Q83 ¢ AKJ9T72
* AL ks‘ $ Q8
® 765
¢ 104
¢ 106
& KJ9762
Warsaw University 1v ASA
Open Room
West North East South
A Chen Whuk C Chen Adamczak
14* Pass 287 Pass
26 Pass 3¢ Pass
L@ Pass Hé Pass
74 All Pass
L Strong

It looks like 2& was a transfer to diamonds.
South led the ®10 and declarer was soon
claiming, +1440.



Closed Room

West North East South
Izwantowski  Shen Tokarski Huang
1% Pass 1o Pass
1® Pass 24 Pass
26 Pass 3¢ Pass
38 Pass 3NT Pass
L Pass L&* Pass
LNT* Pass Hé Pass
He Pass oL ) Pass
BNT* Pass 6¢ Pass
6NT All Pass

1 Polish Club

South led the ®10 and when North took
dummy’s ®Q declarer claimed, +990 but 10
IMPs to ASA.

It was a good win for Warsaw University 1,
96-22,17.63-2.37 VP which kept them at the
top of the table.

RDFZ HK Alumni v Navigator Gd Chn

Open Room

West North East South
Xie Zhang Wang Ni

1® Pass 24 Pass
38 Pass L& Pass
LNT* Pass Hé* Pass
BNT* Pass 64 Pass
IL ] All Pass

4NT RKCB

o® 1 keycard

ONT  Kings?

6¢ oK

With spades 3-3 this perilous contract
survived, +1510.

Closed Room

West North East South
Teng He Liu Huang
28 Pass 3¢ Pass
38 Pass Le Pass
SNT Pass 74 All Pass
28 Strong

S5NT Grand Slam Force

An excellent sequence to the top spot,
+1440, but an unlucky loss of 2 IMPs.
Fourteen pairs bid a grand slam.

Board 13. Dealer North. All Vul.

® 765
v Kb
¢ K93
$ A10985
® K10983 8 ® AQ4L2
¥ AB8543 W"E v J?2
¢ Q106 ¢ AB875H
s _ .4 & 742
®
® Q1097
¢ J42
® KQJ63
RDFZ HK Alumni v Navigator Gd Chn
Open Room
West North East South
Xie Zhang Wang Ni
— Pass Pass L J
28 KL J L@ All Pass
28 Majors

South led the #K and declarer ruffed in
dummy, drew trumps ending in hand and

ducked a heart, finishing with nine tricks,
-100.

Closed Room

West North East South
Teng He Liu Huang

— Pass Pass Pass

e Pass 287 Pass
20* Pass L@ All Pass

North led the €3 and declarer took South's
¢J with the ¢Q and played a heart, North
winning with the ®K and returning the 6.
Declarer won with the @A, drew trumps
ending in hand and ruffed a heart, claiming
10 tricks, +620 and 12 IMPs to RDFZ HK
Alumni, who won 51-25 VP, taking them
into second place.




Grand Explanation

by Jos Jacobs

In yesterday’'s Bulletin, | wrote about this
deal on page 11

Board 3. Dealer South. E/W Vul.
® K105
® 754
¢ 8
& 1097643
- ®?
W"E v AJI108
ks ¢ AQ75
& AQ82
874
KQ32

932
KJ5

® AQJ963
v 956
¢ KJI106 4
&

Closed Room
West North
Hy Zhang Macdonald

East
Xy Zhang

South
Watkins
Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass
All Pass

I ) Pass 28

29 Pass 2NT
38 Pass Le
Le Pass 4NT
oL Pass T4

We do not know the meaning of all their
bids but E/W themselves certainly knew
what they were doing.

Thanks to Jerry Li, the well-known Chinese
international bridge player and journalist,
we now do know the meanings so here
they are.

28  Artificial GF
2@ Min without other major
2NT  Waiting
3@ Short in &, 4+¢
Lé Sets trumps
4@  Last train, 4@ could be to play
with e.g. 6-4, so 49 is slam try,
agreeing ¢
LNT RKCB
56 2 with #Q, West upgrading his length
T4 Must be cold, partner shows 4Q, so
he has extra length in ¢.

As you can see now, they knew exactly
what they were doing. Scoring +2140 was
worth 17 IMPs to them when the Aussie
E/W ended up in just 5¢.

The slam was bid at least once in all five
sections of these championships, i.e. about
10 times in our around 200 tables overall.
Only in the U16, a declarer went down in
74 though getting to the grand at such a
young age deserves a separate honourable
mention. It looks as if you might go down by
taking the immediate spade finesse rather
than the slightly better chance of trying to
ruff out the #K in two rounds.




Remains of the Day

by Mark Horton

My cunning plan had been to write up
Rounds 3 & 4 when | got back to my office
in Shrewsbury, but a broken down train and
a fire at Birmingham’'s New Street Station
meant a much delayed journey. Still, better
late than never as we review the deals from
the fourth round.

Our main focus is the U26 event, with a
dash of U21 for good measure.

Board 20. Dealer West. All Vul.
® Q
® A43
¢ QJ10865
& K105

® 10986
975

¢ K2

® AQ984

® 5/

v Q10982
¢ 97

® J732

&
.4
® AKJT732

» KJb

¢ A4S
® 6

Jiangsu U26 v Hellas U26

Open Room
West
Soumplis Dai
Pass ¢
24 24
Pass Le
Pass Hé*
Pass 6¢

4NT  RKCB
oL J

North

1 keycard

East
Papaspyrou
Pass
3
Pass
Pass
All Pass

East led the #3 and the contract was one

down, -100.

Closed Room

West North South
Lu Gryllis Kapiris
Pass 14 1@
Pass 24 38*
Dble 3NT Le
Pass LO* 5¢
All Pass

38
Le

Fourh suit
Control

Staying in game meant +600 and 12 IMPs to
Hellas U26.

Board 21. Dealer North. N/S Vul.
® J9856
@ K102
¢ K1042
& Q2

V'

Ao

® AQT1032
v QJ8T74
LA

® J9

® K754
995
¢ AQ873

® 63 ® AKI108754

Jiangsu U26 v Hellas U26

Open Room

West North East
Soumplis Dai Papaspyrou
— Pass L J

24 20 38
Pass Pass Rdbl*
5¢ All Pass

24
36
Rdbl

Majors
Control
First round & control

| wonder if it might be a better idea for East
to bid 3% over 2#, suggesting a stopper in
that suit? When West then bids 3NT East




would have the option of passing. Not at all
easy.

North led the ®2 and South won with the ®J
and returned the ®7, declarer winning with
dummy’s ®A and playing a diamond for the
nine, queen and king. Back came the ®K and
declarer ruffed, went to dummy with a club
and ran the 46. North won and switched to
the #9 and declarer pitched a club, South
winning with the #A and returning a spade
(a heart is best). Declarer won with the ®K
but now played on clubs, finishing three
down, -150.

Closed Room

West North East South
Lu Gryllis Liu Kapiris
— Pass 28 Pass
2% Pass 38* Dble
3NT All Pass

24 Asking

36 Shortage

North led the #9 and South took the #A and
switched to the 49, North winning with the
¢K and returning the 410. Declarer won
with dummy’s ¢J and cashed the top clubs,
+460 and 14 IMPs to Jiangsu U26.
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NZ and Xu v Reignwood Juniors

Open Room

West North East South
Ma Xu Wang Meier

— Pass 14 2%
Dble 36 L& All Pass
24 Majors

South led the 9 and when declarer played
dummy’'s €3 North won with the ¢K and
returned the 2. South could ruff and
switch to the ®Q but declarer took the rest,
+150.

Closed Room

West North East South
Zheng Zhang Yan Jiang

— Pass 14 28*
24 38 LNT* Pass
Hé* All Pass

28 Majors

4NT RKCB

oL 4 1 keycard

South led #A and declarer ruffed and
played a diamond to the queen and king.
North returned the 2, South ruffing and
switching to the ®Q, ensuring one down,
-50 and 5 IMPs to Reignwood Juniors.




After the spade lead, one way to make S
is to play to ruff a heart in dummy.

Board 23. Dealer South. All Vul.

® KJ76
v J95
¢ A1I0873
L A
® 95472 S ® —
¥ 864 W"E ¢ Q107
¢ 9 ¢ QJ654L2
& AQJ98 ks‘ & K752
® AQ1083
v AK32
¢ K
® 1063
Jiangsu U26 v Hellas U26
Open Room
West North East South
Soumplis Dai Papaspyrou Wang
— — — 14*
Pass 24 Pass VA 4
Pass 26 Pass 2NT
Pass 3@ Pass L@
All Pass
i J Strong

East led the #5 and West took the #A and
returned the #9, declarer ruffing, playing
a diamond to the king, a spade to the king

ll
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and ruffing a diamond with the #10, West
pitching the #J. Declarer ruffed a club,
cashed the #J, crossed to dummy with a
heart, drew trumps and played two rounds
of hearts. At this point declarer allegedly
claimed 10 tricks, but as East’s last card is
the ¢Q the ¢A will be an eleventh tricks.
However, the official score shows the
result as one down, -100.

Closed Room

West North East South
Lu Gryllis Liu Kapiris
— — — 1®
Pass 3% Pass 3@
Pass L&* Pass L4*
Pass Le* Pass LNT*
Pass He* Pass 68
All Pass

3¢ Spade support

L Control

Le Control

Le Last train

4ANT RKCB

e 2 keycards

You can see why North bid 44, but it might
be better to bid 34 or even jump to 4#.
West led the #2, and when declarer tried
to establish the diamonds he finished two
down, -200 with officially 3 IMPs going to
Jiangsu U26.

NZ and Xu v Reignwood Juniors

Open Room

West North East South
Ma Xu Wang Meier
— — — e
Pass 3NT* Pass L&*
Pass L6* Pass LNT*
Pass He* Pass 6@
All Pass

3NT  Spade support with a shortage
L&  Asking

Le Short club

4LNT RKCB

e 2 keycards



That's my best guess as to the meaning
of the auction. You could argue that North
Is not strong enough to splinter, but give
South the ®Q and you want to be in 6®.
West led the #A and declarer drifted two
down, -200.

Closed Room

West North East South
Zheng Zhang Yan Jiang

— — — 1®
Pass 38* Pass 3@
Pass L& All Pass

3 Spade support

West led the €9 and having won with the
¢K declarer cashed the ®#A and ducked a
club, East winning and returning the 9.
When declarer pitched the ®2 West ruffed,
but declarer was in control and easily took
10 tricks for +620 and 13 IMPs. Reignwood
Juniors winning 31-4, 16.55-3.45 VP.

Board 26. Dealer East. All Vul.

o —
¥ Q8753
¢ KQJB864L
& 75
® A954 & ® KQ86
v K962 W"E © AJ4
¢ 10 ¢ 732
& AQ104 .4 $962
® J10732
¥ 10
¢ A95
& KJ83
The Deuces v Warhorse U21
Open Room
West North East South
Wu Bak Huang Michalski
— — Pass Pass
1 Le Dble* Pass
Le Pass Pass 5¢
Pass Pass Dble

East led the ®A - a trump is better - and
switched to the #2, West winning with
the #Q and switching to the #A. Declarer

ruffed, and merrily crossruffed the majors
for nine tricks, two down, -500.

Closed Room

West North East South
Blicharz Xiao Heiberg-E Liu

— — Pass Pass

L J 1¢ 1 3¢

36 5¢ Dble All Pass

East led the ®K and declarer ruffed and
played a club, West winning with the #Q
and switching to the #10. Declarer won
with dummy’'s ¢A and played a heart but
East won with the ®J and returned the
¢?2. Declarer’s fate was sealed, four down,
-1100 and 12 IMPs to The Deuces.

Board 28. Dealer West. N/S Vul.

® /54
® K942
¢ KQ6
® 743
® 10983 N ® KQ762
v J W"E ® Q1065
¢ A108543 S ¢ —
® K5 $ A1098
A
v AB873
¢ J972
 QJ62
Jiangsu U26 v Hellas U26
Open Room
West North East South
Soumplis Dai Papaspyrou Wang
3¢ All Pass

North led the #3 for the eight, jack and king
and declarer tried a club to the nine, South
winning and cashing the ®A followed by the
®A. Declarer ruffed the heart continuation,
and exited with a diamond. It was hardly
obvious for North to play an honour, and
when he followed with the 6 which held,
declarer could win the club return in
dummy, and ruff a heart. Two rounds of
diamonds would work well now, but when
declarer played a spade to the king South
ruffed and played a club and played a club



and declarer finished three down, -150.

Closed Room

West North East South

Lu Gryllis Liu Kapiris
Pass Pass 1® Dble
2NT Pass L& All Pass

South led the #Q and declarer won with
dummy’'s #K and played the ®J, South
winning and exiting with the #2. Declarer
won with the #9, ruffed a heart and played
a spade for the queen and ace.

Declarer ruffed the return of the ¢2, ruffed
a heart, pitched a heart on the ¢A and
crossruffed to 10 tricks, +420 and 11 IMPs
for Jiangsu U26, winning 45-12, 17.49-2.51
VP, the overnight leaders.

The Deuces v Warhorse U21

Open Room

West North East South
Wu Bak Huang Michalski
3¢ All Pass

North led the ®2 and South won and
switched to the #Q, declarer winning
with the #K and playing two rounds of
diamonds. North won and returned the #3
and declarer took dummy’s #A, ruffed the
@¥Q (playing on spades works well) ruffing
and exiting with a diamond. North won
and returned a club, declarer ruffing and
finishing four down, -200.

Closed Room

West North East South
Blicharz Xiao Heiberg-Evenstad

Liu

Pass Pass 1® Dble
INT 29 Pass Pass
3e* Pass L& All Pass

South led the ®#A and switched to the #Q,
declarer winning with dummy's #K and
playing the ®J. South won and switched
to the 42 and declarer took dummy's ¢A,
ran the @9, drew the outstanding trump
and claimed 10 tricks, +420 and 12 IMPs to
The Deuces, winning 45-14,17.19-2.81 VP to
move into second place.
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Open U26 and U21 Round 6

Reignwood Juniors v. Beijing U26
Yiangsu U26 v. Yucai Inter Bridge
Warsaw University 1v. HKG Youngsters
The Deuces v. Yucai Inter Bridge

by Jos Jacobs

The advantage of a Swiss movement is
that the stronger teams can never relax
because the top teams always have to play
a contestant who himself has agood chance
of qualifying. The slight disadvantage for
a reporter might be, of course, that he is
restricted to reporting about the same
leading teams every round, due to the
broadcasting program. As a consolation
for your reporter: the leading teams usually
would produce the better bridge and thus
would be much more worthwhile to report
about.

The round started with a funny little board,
| thought.

Board 15. Dealer South. N/S Vul.
® AJ85
v AKb
¢ J87
& Q93

&

.o
® K10632
v J1083

¢ 1093
* K

® Q4
$ 5472
¢ 654
& JI0654

The popular denomination was, of course,
spades. At eight of our 22 tables in the U26,
N/S got as high as 4#. The U21 still have
to learn a lot about overbidding because at
their 34 tables, only six pairs got to 44 so
there is still some hope for the future. Not
that you are well advised to reach 4#; even
3@ is already too high though the correct

defence to 3# was missed in a scientific
way on quite a number of occasions. It's so
easy. three top diamonds, the #A and then..
sit back and relax. Don't be the learned
expert who would now play into the triple
void: dummy sheds a heart, declarer (over)
ruffs and the other heart loser disappears
on the #Q. Nine tricks. We saw it at quite a
few tables.

Real fun occurred at the two tables where
North opened INT and East doubled. The
defence took their five minor suit top
tricks and exited with another club. At one
table declarer now had the rest and duly
collected five spades, two top hearts and
a club for +380. The name of these lucky
fellows: “Dummy’s revenge.” Seldom have
| seen such an adequate name for a team...
At the other INTX table, declarer also had
the rest, of course, but he did not know

H A LY il Wy - ASCG
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and decided to finesse the #Q through the
doubler (East). Suddenly, the defence had
most of the rest: down three for -800...

Two boards later, | saw a reminiscence of
the wisdom of both Benito Garozzo and
Bob Hamman.

Board 17. Dealer North. None Vul.

® 63
v 3
¢ KQJ87
$ 86543
® KQ872 e AJI09
v Q97 " v U642
¢ AT04 ¢ 95
NG k‘ Q7

® 5

v A K 1085
¢ 632

® K102
The popular contract on this board was 4@,
of course. According to Garozzo, who by
the way will be 99 next month (insh’allah
or so), leading a singleton against a trump
contract is a good idea more often than not.
On this board, it would certainly have been
useful because the alternative, the K lead,
will enable declarer to draw trumps and
make his contract.

@ ;
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In the auction, Bob Hamman's famous
adage also would have worked. “If one of
your options is 3NT, then bid it.” Duck the
diamond lead twice and there is time to
establish a heart trick. Not that 3NT is an
advisable contract but that's another story.

| will skip a few boards now (“for the
obvious reason”) and move to board 22, on
which there were significant swings in all
our four featured matches.

Board 22. Dealer East. E/W Vul.

® K42

$» Q87654

¢ K10

® K5
® J107653 ® AQ98
v — " ¢ A10
¢ AB4 ¢ J63
$0Q762 k‘ #1083

v K J932

¢ Q9752

® A94
Reignwood Juniors v. Beijing U26
Open Room
West North East South
Hao Yu Br Zhang Jing Chen B Jiang
— — 1¢ 1@
2@ Z2NT* 36 Lé
L@ e All Pass

Even green v. red, South did not bother
to show his red two-suiter straight away.
Why should he? There would be another
opportunity. After all, N/S scored a rather
orthodox result here: +450.

Closed Room

West North East South
Han Ma Zhon Wang Ziao Wang Niu

— — L J 2NT
36 L@ L@ Pass
Pass Dble All Pass

In the Closed Room, South did show his red
two-suiter immediately but in view of the
adverse vulnerability, North was hoping



for a juicy penalty rather than an orthodox
result. Had he tried his other minor suit
king, the contract still would have been
defeated but after the actual ¢K lead,
declarer could win, discard a diamond on
the ®A, ruff a heart and take some trump
finesses for his contract for another +790
and 15 IMPs to Reignwood.

Jiangsu U26 v. Yucai Inter Bridge

Open Room

West North East South
Yuxi Liu X Dai Ja Zhou Zic Wang
— — L J 1o

& 2NT Pass Le

All Pass

East's wait and see approach opposite
partner’'s spades did not work out very well
here. In a sense, East was right after all
because 5% is cold and 44 can already be
defeated. Jiangsu +450.

Closed Room

West North East South
Yip Lu Slivovicz Sic Liu Lahrmann
— — 14 1o

20* Le L& 5¢
Pass He Pass Pass

oL Dble All Pass

29 Spades

In the replay, South once again did not show
his red two-suiter immediately. When 5%
came round to West, he courageously went
for the red v. green sacrifice. As South
could not possibly find the low club lead,
the contract was down only one for +200 to
Yucai but 6 IMPs to Jiangsu.

Warsaw University 1v. HKG Youngsters

Open Room

West North East South

S. Chan Whnuk Shek JAdamczak
— — L 1o

29 Pass L& Pass
Pass He Pass Pass

Hhe All Pass

In the Open Room, there was no double but
a lot of trouble. West found the same red
v. green sacrifice as above but there were
some differences in the play. Heart lead by
Southto declarer’s ace, followed by..#A and
another! North, on lead with the #K, duly
found the club shift so declarer suddenly
was down three, losing a diamond in the
end as well, of course. That was +300 to
the Poles.

Closed Room

West North East South
Izwantowski K Chan Tokarski Chiang
— — L J 2NT*
Pass 3% Pass 3¢

L@ All Pass

2NT Hearts and diamonds

In the replay, N/S apparently did not realise
they were looking at a tremendous heart fit,
South’s 2NT showing an unspecified two-
suiter. They thus sold out to West's rebound
action of 4#, a contract easily made on the
actual diamond lead. That was another
+620 and 14 IMPs to the Poles.

The Deuces v. Yucai Inter Bridge

Open Room

West North East South
Zh Yan Bak J Fang Michalski
— — L J 2NT
Pass L@ Pass Pass
L@ He All Pass

We saw basically the same auction as
above. The Deuces +450.

Closed Room

West North East South
Blicharz Ze Xu Heiberg-E Yix Yang
— — L. 2NT
3@ L L& He

o8 Dble All Pass

We saw basically the same auction as
above. The Deuces 200 and 6 IMPs to them.




Board 23. Dealer South. All Vul.

®95
v 10873
¢ 5432
Q032
Q43 wm ® AK10876
v AKQ5 W"E v 96
¢ 1098 * AKJ6
* 64 ks‘ s K
®
® J4?2
¢ Q7
#AJ109875

At most of our featured tables, South
opened 34 and E/W more or less quickly
ended up in 6@ and went down when they
took a losing diamond finesse. Below are
the exceptions.

Open Room

West North East South
Hao Yu Br Zhang Jing Chen B Jiang

— — — 3

Dble L od Pass

oe Pass 6® All Pass

It looks so easy in retrospect. Lead #A and
another. You ruff, draw trumps, cash the ¢A
and rattle off the trumps. What can North
do? He can discard his #Q but has to hold
on to all his hearts and thus is squeezed
out of two more low diamonds. At this
point, declarer only has to guess right in
hearts, assuming that it is North who has
a heart left at trick 12. In that case, the ¢Q
will fall under the ace. Beijing U26 thus
scored +1430.

In the other room, we saw another
exception.

Closed Room

West North East South
Han Ma Zhon Wang Ziao Wang Niu

— — — 3

Dble 38 Dble Pass
Pass L Dble All Pass

Down three, +800 to Reignwood but 12 IMPs
to Beijing U26.

Jiangsu U26 V. Yucai Inter Bridge

Open Room

West North East South
Yuxi Liu X Dai Ja Zhou Zic Wang
— — — 3
Pass L L@ All Pass
No comment.

Closed Room

West North East South
Yip Lu Slivovicz Sic Liu Lahrmann
— — — 3

Dble L (oL J All Pass

Down two when declarer missed the
squeeze line shown above. Yucai +200 and
13 IMPs to them

Warsaw University 1v. HKG Youngsters

West North East South
Sp Chan Wnuk Shek J Adamczak
Izwantowski  Ka Y Chan Tokarski Chiang

— — — KL J
Pass Pass L@ Pass
5e Pass 6@ All Pass
Push board. Down two.

The Deuces v. Yucai Inter Bridge

Open Room

West North East South
Zh Yan Bak J Fang Michalski
— — — KL J

Pass L& L@ Pass
56 Pass 6@ All Pass

Declarer misread the eventual squeeze
here as well. Down two, The Deuces +200.

Closed Room

West North East South
Blicharz Ze Xu Heiberg-E Yix Yang
— — — 38

Dble Pass (oL J All Pass




South led a trump so the club loser went
away on the hearts. When declarer played
diamonds from the top, he made an
overtrick. The squeeze had worked. The
Deuces +1460 and 17 more IMPs to them.

On the next board, a few South players
ended up in even 4%. What do you think of
this winning line?

Board 24. Dealer West. None Vul.

® AQ10952

@ J43

¢ KQ

852
® K863 7
v KQ " v 1052
¢ J1053 972
& AbL k‘ $0J983

VA9876

* ABGL

& K107

West leads the ¢J. Dummy wins and a
heart runs to West's ®K. Another diamond,
heart to the ace (thank you, West), spade
finesse, spade ruff, heart to dummy’s jack,
®A and the last spade ruffed out. Now ¢A
and another to West's #10. With only clubs
left, West will bring you a club trick, your

EEE -bemitech

i
m ‘F’EEF’&.’E?%‘PE‘ > =]
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10th. We suspect that Christian Lahrmann
for Yucai U26 and Y. Yang for Yucai U21
played the hand this way.

Near the end of the set, 3NT suddenly
became a playable (?) contract in both
directions.

Board 27. Dealer South. None Vul.

® 3

¥ A1096

¢ Q3

& KJ10B873
® KJ9842 ® 105
® 87532 " v K
¢ A ¢ K98754
L I k‘  AQ65

® AQT76

» QJs

¢ J1062

® 92
Reignwood v. Beijing U26
Open Room
West North East South
Hao Yu Br Zhang Jing Chen B Jiang
— — — Pass
Pass L J 1¢ &
20 All Pass

Nothing special, Reignwood +110.

Closed Room

West North East South
Han Ma Zhon Wang Ziao Wang Niu

— — — Pass
24 38 Pass 3NT
All Pass

After West's Multi, N/S easily reached 3NT,
as you can see. West led the #8 (4th best)
to the ten and declarer's #Q and the #9
came next. When East ducked this, declarer
played his second club. This time, East won
the #Q and returned a Coup Deschapelles-
like ®K, killing dummy’s entry - or at least
hoping to do so. Declarer unblocked the ®J
from hand, took dummy’'s ®A and cleared
the clubs to establish the suit for ten tricks
in all. Reignwood another +430 and 11 IMPs.



In our other match, Christian Lahrmann
also was in 3NT as South, after exactly the
same auction. Spade lead to the #Q, heart
finesse to East's WK and a spade back.
Down three, Beijing U26 -150 and 1 IMP to
Jiangsu.

The Deuces v. Yucai Inter bridge U21:

Open Room

West North East South
Zh Yan Bak J Fang Michalski
— — — Pass
Pass 38 3¢ Pass
38 Pass 3NT All Pass

See above, down three. The Deuces +150.
At the other table, Blicharz overbid a
little (IMHO) but with a little help from his
friends...

Closed Room

West North East South
Blicharz Ze Xu Heiberg-E Yix Yang
— — — Pass
1@ KL J Pass Pass
3@ Pass 3NT Pass
Le Pass Le All Pass

R TIEFRA T
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North led the #Q to declarer’s ace and a
heart was taken by North's ace. A trump
return and continuation now would have
settled the issue but North tried a low club.
Declarer immediately seized his chance.
Dummy’'s #Q was called for and when it
held, two hearts went on the #A and the
¢K. A club was ruffed in hand and a heart
with dummy's #5. On another club South
discarded his last heart but it did not matter
any longer. Declarer ruffed and ruffed his
last heart with dummy's #10. South could
overruff and score his ®A but more than
these two tricks were not in store for the
defence. Just made. The Deuces another
+420 and 11 IMPs to them.




WORLD YOUTH TRANSNATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS -

U26

HEFEI 2026

Under 26 Open 22 TEAMS
[ RANKING AFTER ROUND 8
POS TEAM VP
01 YUCAI INTER BRIDGE 112.01
02 JIANGSU U26 102.05
03 REIGNWOOD JUNIORS 101.83
04 HELLAS U26 97.44
05 MSWING 97.34
06 NZ AND XU 93.95
07 BEIJING U26 88.87
08 BEIJING NEW YOUTH 87.73
09 JAPAN 82.24
10 SHANDONG UNIVERSITY 81.58
11 CHINA U26 81.16
12 ALIASING ALDOL 80.45
13 AUSTRALIA 77.84
14 SENZA FRASEGGIARE 77.57
15 5NT BRIDGE TEAM 74.63
16 LATVIA 72.54
17 DUMMYS REVENGE 70.93
18 SHENZHEN YOUTH TEAM 67.93
19 INDIA 65.03
20 TRUMPETERS 56.96
21 ANHUI U26 USTC 44.85
22 CT U26 39.07

OVERALL RANKING - VICTORY POINTS



WORLD YOUTH TRANSNATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS -

U260W

HEFEI 2026

Under 26 Women 24 TEAMS
[ RANKING AFTER ROUND 8

POS TEAM VP
01 SHENZHEN YOUTH TEAM 113.07
02 POLAND 111.37
03 CHANGNING SHANGHAI 98.22
04 ZHEJIANG WARHORSE 97.59
05 AUSTRALIA 91.85
06 SHANDONG YANTAI 91.43
07 MINHANG ANGELA 88.28
08 JAPAN 86.85
09 BAUHINIA JASMINE 85.58
10 SHINE 82.75
11 ZHEJIANG WEISHU 82.12
12 SHANGHAI HRH ORANGE 80.95
13 YUCAI INTER BRIDGE 80.20
14 CT U26wW 80.07
15 SHANGHAI HRH PINK 78.83
16 BEIJING U26 GIRLS 78.66
17 WEISHU HZ USA 77.30
18 SHANGHAI HRH YELLOW 74.59
19 NAVIGATOR GD CHN 65.42
20 BEIJING SMZY CRIMSON 63.91
21 SHANGHAI MRZX 59.78
22 CONTRACT DIAMOND 55.66
23 MIANYANG ROSE 52.93
24 WEISHU HZ SGP 29.09

OVERALL RANKING - VICTORY POINTS



WORLD YOUTH TRANSNATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS

U2l

HEFEI 2026

Under 21 34 TEAMS
[ RANKING AFTER ROUND 8
POS TEAM VP POS TEAM VP
01 THE DEUCES 129.17 18 HAINAN WUKONG21 80.64
02 WARSAW UNIVERSITY1 115.34 19 CHANGNING TEAM 79.09
03 ASA 98.84 20 ANHUI U21 USTC 78.86
04 HKG YOUNGSTERS 94.23 21 CHANGNING CONTRACT 75.47
05 FUTURE STAR ORANGES 93.62 22 TIANJIN 75.29
06 CHINA RDFZ BAXI 93.39 23 FRANCE B 72.50
07 NT TTAOQI 93.30 24 NAVIGATOR GD CHN 71.33
08 YUCAI INTER BRIDGE 93.11 25 FUTURE STAR BANANAS 70.80
09 TP PARTNERS 90.98 26 FRANCE A 70.47
10 WARHORSE U21 90.68 27 DALIAN 69.82
11 RDFZ HK ALUMNI 89.76 28 AUSTRALIA 61.94
12 GTB GDANSK AZS UW 88.47 29 DYNAMIC EQUILIBRIUM 60.07
13 JAPAN 84.48 30 INDIA 59.99
14 PEKING UNIVERSITY 84.26 31 HKAB 58.26
15 ZHEJIANG PROVINCE 84.24 32 SHENZHEN YOUTH TEAM 54.09
16 THAILAND 81.49 33 LIANG 45.57
17 CT U21 80.93 34 YOUTH SQUAD OF SXIT 38.52

OVERALL RANKING - VICTORY POINTS



WORLD YOUTH TRANSNATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS HEFEI 2026

Ul6 (o)
Under 16 98 TEAMS

RANKING AFTER ROUND 8

POS TEAM VP POS TEAM VP POS TEAM VP
01 WIZARDS FROM WARSAW 119.83 34 TIANJIN TEAM 1 86.67 67 THE TRICK HUNTERS 72.28
02 HAIYAN XIANGYANG 119.57 35 AUSTRALIA 86.41 68 NAVIGATOR B GD CHN 72.27
03 NT TTAOQI 116.13 36 SHANGHAI HRH BLUE 85.86 69 RISING 71.75
04 SHANGHAI NTBC TANK 115.83 37 USA) BJSMzY 85.60 70 INDIA 70.40
05 SHANGHAI HRH PURPLE 113.80 38 HZ MIND SPORTS 85.20 71 HEBEI9S 2 70.10
06 SHANGHAI WEIYU 110.10 39 NINGBO WEISHU 85.18 72 SMZY TEAL 69.94
07 BEIJING SMZY TOPAZ 106.72 40 YUQUAN TD 85.17 73 WHW USA 69.83
08 BEIJING SMZY AMBER 106.41 41 HAPPY ACES 84.00 74 DREAM CHASERS 69.14
09 SHANGHAI HRH RED 105.73 42 YUCAI INTER BRIDGE 83.88 75 CT Ule 68.44
10 TRIPLE TROUBLE 104.34 43 SHNTBCLC 83.79 76 QINGDAOB 66.75
11 CHINA RDFZ BLUE BAXI 103.71 44 SMZY IVORY 83.27 77 BEI]ING SMZY VIOLET 65.09
%2 JIEYI 100.98 45 SJTU PRIMARY SCHOOL 83.04 78 SHENZHEN TEAM 64.29
13 YANTAI EAGLE WIND 100.95 46 DONGWU INTERNATIONAL 82.15 79 A PLUS STAR 64.19
14 INFINITY 100.03 47 YANTAI EAGLE SOARING 82.02 80 DALIAN FIRST TEAM 63.15
15 HANGZHOU WEISHU 99.46 48 TIANJIN TEAM 2 81.98 81 SNOW CLEARING 62.49
16 NAVIGATOR A GD CHN 99.03 49 HUNAN 81.21 82 DALIAN SECOND TEAM 62.44
17 SHANGHAI PUDONG 98.93 50 SHANGHAI HRH GREEN 81.20 83 QINGDAOA 62.38
18 SHANGHAI MRZX 98.17 51 WARSAW UNIVERSITY 2 80.96 84 THE TRICK SEEKERS 61.51
19 TIANJIN TEAM 3 97.11 52 DBS 80.20 85 OVERTRICKED 60.99
20 RDFZ UNIT BRIDGE 95.33 53 FEARLESS 360 78.65 86 FUTURE 58.87
21 JIANGSU TAICANG 94.71 54 HAINAN WUKONG16 78.62 87 HB BRIDGE 57.81
22 NINGBO U16 NJFLS 92.55 55 QINGDAO C 78.59 88 A PLUS JINSHAN 57.65
23 LIAONING TEAM 92.52 56 YUCAI DRAGON ELITE 78.21 89 HEBEI9S 3 56.22
23 MINHANG TIGER 92.52 57 MINHANG HATCHET 76.81 90 WHITE CRANE 55.42
25 ZHIHUI 92.14 58 BEIJING SMZY AZURE 76.60 91 YANTAI EAGLE STRIKE 54.58
26 CHINA WEISHU 90.16 59 HKAB BJSMZY 76.57 92 CCSH 52.97
27 SHNSEA 90.06 60 WEISHU HZ USA 76.26 93 MILKY WAY 52.51
28 THAILAND 88.54 61 SHENZHEN YOUTH TEAM 74.72 94 MIANYANG GULL 51.88
29 A PLUS KING 87.93 62 HEBEI9S 1 74.28 95 LITTLE WHITE CRANE 49.42
30 BEIJING SMZY JADE 87.71 63 CHONGQING NEW SAIL 73.97 96 MIANYANG FOX 43.67
31 SHANGHAI RUYI 87.64 64 SPRING THUNDER 73.41 97 A PLUS PANDA 38.86
32 CHINA RDFZ RED BAXI 87.50 65 YANTAI FALCON 72.96 98 HKBA ORANGE 3.33
33 THE TRICK TRACKERS 87.41 66 DREAM MAKER 72.41

OVERALL RANKING - VICTORY POINTS



WORLD YOUTH TRANSNATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS -

U3l

HEFEI 2026

Under 31 19 TEAMS
[ RANKING AFTER ROUND 8

POS TEAM VP
01 JAPONG 125.52
02 AGOOFANS 102.13
03 INDIA 101.61
04 CT U31 101.31
05 SHQY 98.50
06 CHINA U31 97.94
07 VINEGAR FISH 85.94
08 QINGDAO SAILUN 84.86
09 TELETUBBIES 81.40
10 HUNANZHANMA 81.27
11 CHANGNING SHANGHAI 81.05
12 GUANGDONG YOUTH TEAM 80.29
13 RABBISH 78.68
14 DIE CREW 76.93
15 STRIVERS TNU 74.10
16 AUSTRALIA 64.62
17 WARSAWUNIVERSITY MIX 51.64
18 TRICK 13 SIGNALERS 51.61
19 UGANDA 16.60

OVERALL RANKING - VICTORY POINTS



