PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT FFB-AEFE

This document is a translation of the original French version. Its sole purpose is to serve as a source of inspiration for National Bridge Organisations (NBOs) wishing to establish a similar agreement with the institutions and authorities in their own countries.

Between the undersigned parties:
The Agency for French Education Abroad (AEFE), a national public administrative institution under the authority of the French Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs, whose registered office is located at 4 Passage Colisée, 93400 Saint-Ouen-sur-Seine, France;
Represented by its Director General, Mrs Claudia SCHERER-EFFOSSE;
Hereinafter referred to as “AEFE”;
and
The French Bridge Federation (FFB), an association governed by the French Law of 1 July 1901, whose registered office is located at 20 Quai Carnot, 92210 Saint-Cloud, France;
Represented by its President, Mr Franck RIEHM;
Hereinafter referred to as “FFB”;
The two partners hereinafter jointly referred to as “the Parties”.

Preamble
Created in 1990, the Agency for French Education Abroad (AEFE) is a national public administrative institution under the authority of the Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs. It is responsible for managing and coordinating a network of French educational establishments abroad, comprising 612 schools accredited by the French Ministry of National Education and located in 138 countries.
Taking into account the capacity of these establishments, AEFE carries out public service missions relating to the education of French children living outside France. It contributes to educational cooperation by maintaining close links with the culture, language and institutions of host countries, and promotes the French language and culture through the education of international pupils.
AEFE has also been entrusted with managing the network of schools accredited under the LabelFrancÉducation programme by the Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs. A total of 778 accredited sections are currently established in 66 countries.
The French Bridge Federation (FFB), founded on 15 June 1933, is a federation recognised by the French Ministry of National Education since March 2024 and approved as a Youth and Popular Education organisation by decree of the Ministry responsible for Sports dated 3 September 2004.
The purpose of the FFB is, in particular, to organise, promote, develop, regulate and facilitate access to the game of bridge in all its forms throughout France (Article 1.1 of the FFB Statutes).
In order to support the development of bridge within accredited schools of the French education network abroad and within the LabelFrancÉducation network, AEFE and FFB have decided to enter into this partnership agreement to promote and develop the practice of bridge among all pupils, including those with disabilities.
The Parties have agreed as follows:

Article 1 – Purpose of the Agreement
Within the framework of the general principles of education, the objectives and missions of school education, particularly as defined in Articles L.111-1, L.121-1 and L.122-1-1 of the French Education Code, and in accordance with the common core of knowledge, skills and culture, the signatories undertake to strengthen their cooperation.
This partnership agreement is fully aligned with the objectives of the 2018 ministerial plan to strengthen pupils’ mathematical skills. It responds in particular to findings arising from recent TIMSS international surveys and contributes to the development of logical and mathematical reasoning from an early age.
The joint actions shall focus on:
· organising exchanges between bridge players and pupils, particularly within school and extracurricular settings;
· implementing educational initiatives incorporating bridge, and more specifically Petit Bridge, at primary school level, in order to develop both digital skills and the playful dimension of mathematics (Measures 7 and 9 of the Mathematical Strategy);
· promoting Petit Bridge as a cultural tool and a means of fostering intergenerational links and closer relationships between schools and families through shared play and reflection;
· providing training in bridge and Petit Bridge for teaching and educational staff during school and extracurricular activities;
· organising educational events and friendly competitions at local, national and international levels, either in person or online.

Article 2 – Exchanges and Meetings between Bridge Players and Pupils
The signatories undertake to develop:
· opportunities for bridge teams to visit schools within the AEFE network (French education abroad and LabelFrancÉducation establishments);
· virtual meetings between bridge players and pupils or children within school and extracurricular settings;
· participation by groups of pupils or children from these institutions in events and meetings organised in France by the FFB;
· sponsorship of events organised by AEFE, with the participation of players proposed by the FFB.

Article 3 – Training of Educational Staff
The signatories undertake to:
· develop training programmes for lead teachers within French educational establishments abroad and for teachers in LabelFrancÉducation establishments;
· organise training sessions for IENs [Inspectors of National Education], CPAIENs [Educational Advisers attached to National Education Inspectors] and EF2D staff [AEFE educational leadership network] during seminars held by AEFE at its premises in Saint-Ouen-sur-Seine;
· provide staff with access to the self-training course “Discovering Bridge in Primary and Lower Secondary Schools”, available on the M@gistère platform of the French Ministry of National Education;
· establish continuing professional development opportunities for teachers, delivered face-to-face, remotely or in hybrid format, with the support of a previously trained lead teacher.
In this context, interested schools may also call upon external instructors accredited by the French Bridge Federation and holding an FFB teaching qualification.

Article 4 – Organisation of Events and Competitions
The Parties undertake to facilitate the participation of pupils from the AEFE network, within school or extracurricular activities, in bridge competitions and tournaments between schools, as well as in events organised by the FFB and adapted to different age groups.
This participation includes in particular:
· access to the online Funbridge Festivals, organised three times per year;
· participation in online championships such as the Francophonie Tournament and the Schools Bridge Championship.
Particular attention shall be paid to gender balance and to the inclusion of pupils with disabilities, in order to ensure accessibility and openness to all.

Article 5 – Implementation Arrangements
Each Party undertakes, within its respective networks, to:
· communicate information relating to the objectives of this agreement;
· connect interested institutions managed by AEFE with the FFB in order to facilitate the effective implementation of the planned actions;
· disseminate educational resources developed by the FFB throughout the AEFE network;
· contribute to health and well-being at work by supporting staff preparation for retirement, notably through bridge-related initiatives;
· ensure annual monitoring and evaluation of actions carried out under this agreement.

Article 6 – Communication
Within the framework of this agreement, communication activities shall be coordinated jointly by the two Parties.
Each Party undertakes to display the name and logo of its partner on its communication materials, subject to compliance with the partner’s visual identity guidelines and internal communication rules.

Article 7 – Funding
This partnership does not involve any financial commitment between the Parties. Its purpose is to support and coordinate joint initiatives without creating any financial obligations for either signatory.
Expenses relating to the various actions provided for under this agreement shall be borne by the organisations implementing them on a voluntary basis.
This includes:
· meetings between bridge players and pupils, whether in person or remotely, within school and extracurricular settings;
· participation of pupils or children in events or tournaments organised in France;
· staff training activities.
These costs shall be borne by the participating educational establishments.
Additional funding opportunities, particularly through public or non-profit funding schemes (STAFE, consular grant programmes, SCAC [Cultural Action and Cooperation Service], etc.), are detailed in the appendix.

Article 8 – Planning and Evaluation
A steering committee composed of representatives of the FFB and AEFE shall meet annually in order to evaluate the actions undertaken and to define, on the basis of a jointly prepared operational timetable, the programme for the following year.
At the end of the four-year partnership period, an overall assessment of the actions carried out shall be prepared. This assessment shall serve as the basis for determining the conditions for renewing this agreement.

Article 9 – Duration of the Agreement
This agreement is concluded for a period of four years and may be renewed by express agreement of the Parties.

Article 10 – Termination
Should either Party seriously fail to fulfil its contractual obligations, the other Party may terminate this agreement as of right at any time following formal notice sent by registered letter with acknowledgement of receipt, subject to a notice period of three months.
In addition, AEFE reserves the right to terminate this agreement unilaterally at any time on grounds of public interest, under the same conditions.
Such termination shall not give rise to any compensation.

Article 11 – Disputes
In the event of difficulties relating to the interpretation or implementation of this agreement, and prior to any termination procedure, the Parties shall first seek an amicable resolution.
If no agreement is reached following such procedure, any dispute shall fall within the jurisdiction of the Administrative Court of Montreuil.
This agreement shall be governed by French law.
Done in two originals at Saint-Ouen-sur-Seine, on 18 February 2026.
