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David Bird, Amy Casanova, Brian Senior, Jos Jacobs,
David Burn, Marjo Chorus, Marek Wéjcicki

CHAMPIONS CROWNED,
A FRIEND REMEMBERED

Journalists

Rosenblum Cup | The podium
1t FLEISHER: Thomas Bessis, Sjoert Brink, Bas Drijver, Martin Fleisher, Cedric Lorenzini, Chip Martel; npc Jan Martel

2 ROSENTHAL: Christian Bakke, Boye Brogeland, Andrew Rosenthal, Martin Schaltz, Aaron Silverstein, Chris Willenken

39 GROUP ONE: Konrad Araszkiewicz, Wojciech Gawet, Maciej Hutyra, Rafat Jagniewski, Krzysztof Kotorowicz, Jeremi Stepinski (captain)
39 DEEP FINESSE: William Bailey, Alon Birman, Joshua Donn, Daniel Korbel, Roger Lee, Dror Padon; npc Arti Bhargava

Jacek Pszczofa Swiss Cup | The podium

15t SILVER SURFERS: Mark Bartusek, Kevin Bathurst, Chris Compton, Vincent Demuy, John Hurd, John Kranyak; npc Donna Compton
2 SV BRIDGE CLUB: Igor Chalupec, Bartosz Chmurski (captain), Piotr Nawrocki, Piotr Tuczyrski, Piotr Wiankowski

39 SIMSON: David Grainger, Finn Kolesnik, Eric Rodwell, Doug Simson, Eddie Wold, Joel Wooldridge
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BAM 2nd Week | The podium
1t DEEP FINESSE: William Bailey, Alon Birman, Joshua Donn, Daniel Korbel, Roger Lee, Dror Padon; npc Arti Bhargava

2" ARDENNES: Sam Bahbout, Pierre Bedouet, Steven De Donder, Godefroy De Tessieres, Colin Deheeger, Guy Laffineur

39 ZHAO: Linlin Hu, Jing Liu, Hua Poon, Ming Sheng, Chen Zhao
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Open Pairs Championship | The podium
1t Piotr Lutostanski — Krzysztof Buras (POL)

2" David Bakhshi — Steve Weinstein (ENG/USA)

3 Adam Kaplan — Radu Nistor (USA)

Lk kerowice

w

et

Women’s Pairs Championship | The podium
1t Xuefang Yuan — Xiaoxue Zuo (CHN)

2" Asli Acar — Berrak Erkan (TUR)

37 Iwona Czajka — Elzbieta Waniurska (POL)
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BAM 2nd Week | Final B Winners

Nicolai Heiberg-Evenstad, Christian Lahrmann, Andreas Plejdrup-Meister
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WBF Cup Winners President’s Cup Winners
Petros ANGELOPOULOS - Dimitrios Konstantinos BALOKAS Nina ZWIERCAN — Marek PIETRZAK (not pictured)

SPECIAL AWARDS

Every day BONUS awarded special themed prizes to players and/or pairs who achieve some
unusual results.

The latest winners were Luc Tijssen and Guy Mendes De Leon




FROM THE CLOSING CEREMONY

Franck Riehm, Jacek Socha, Maciej Biskupski,
WBF President Chief Local Organiser Vice President of the City of Katowice

REMEMBERING PEPSI
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Igor Chalupec presented Pepsi’s
family with a special award on behalf
of the Polish Bridge Union
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B Open Pairs

Michal Nowosadzki John McAllister Steve Weinstein and John Kranyak



17TH WORLD BRIDGE SERIES - KATOWICE 2026

PARTICIPANTS
BY COUNTRY

Players from 57 countries came to Katowice. Poland alone accounts for 34.8% of
the field, followed by the U.S.A. and China.

TOTAL PARTICIPANTS

1,525

COUNTRIES HOST NATION

57 531

countries represented - 6 Polish players - 34.8% of the field
continents

players registered across all
events

TOP 10 DELEGATIONS ALL COUNTRIES 57
POL Poland 531 POL  Poland 531 USA USA. 158
CHN China 85 TUR  Turkiye 76
USA USA. 158 ITA Italy 55 ENG England 50
ISR Israel 49 FRA France 47
-
SWE Sweden 34 GER  Germany 29
CHN  cChina 85 NED  Netherlands 29 IND  India 28
- CAN Canada 27 NOR  Norway 25
TUR Turkiye 76 DEN Denmark 23 IRL Ireland 22
- HKG HongKong .. 20 GRE Greece 18
ROM Romania 18 AUS  Australia 17
ITA Italy 55 LAT Latvia 16 CZE  Czech Repu. 14
- ESP Spain 13 BUL Bulgaria n
ENG England 50 Sul Switzerland 9 UKR  Ukraine 9
. AUT  Austria 8 CRO  Croatia 8
NZL New Zealand 8 EGY Egypt 6
ISR Israel 49 MEX  Mexico 6 MAR  Morocco 6
. BEL Belgium 5 KOR  Korea 5
FRA France a7 LTU Lithuania 5 RSA  South Africa 5
. ARG  Argentina 4 TPE Chinese Tai... 4
HUN  Hungary 4 ISL Iceland 4
SWE Sweden 34 GLP Guadeloupe 3 JPN  Japan 3
' SER Serbia 3 SIN Singapore 3
GER Germany 29 SLO Slovenia 3 BRA  Brazil 2
‘ CYP  Cyprus 2 EST Estonia 2
KUW  Kuwait 2 SCO  Scotland 2
SVK  Slovakia 2 UAE United Arab ... 2
COL Colombia 1 LiB Lebanon 1
POR  Portugal 1 SRI Sri Lanka 1

TUN Tunisia 1

DAILY BULLETIN 14 - 4.09.2026 AV RO TOTAL 1,625 PLAYERS - 87 COUNTRIES
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The Plum Line

by Mark Horton

| wonder how any of the players in Katowice
know anything about Adam Meredith? He was a
member of the British team that won the World
Team Championship in 1955. His nickname was
‘Plum’. He was well known for tactical moves in
the bidding, which frequently involved the spade
suit (Victor Mollo wrote, ‘No man, no three men,
for that matter, have bid spades so often or so
devotedly as Plum.’) If my memory serves, he
was particularly fond of introducing a three-
card spade suit.

He is famously associated with the remark ‘She
had an enormous bag full of knitting. How could
| think she was going to psyche?”

The spirit of Plum appeared on this deal from
WBF Cup Final B:

Board 31. Dealer South. N/S Vul.

® 10
v A1052
® 9843
& AQ73
® 93 . ® KQ854
v 8643 W"E v J9
¢ AQb2 o K7
s K8 ks‘ #0942
& AT62
v KQ7
¢ J105

® J65

West North East South
Kulesza Zwiercan Szarek Rojko
— — — Pass
Pass e Pass 287
All Pass

28 Drury

Silvana Rojko was not tempted to open her
modest hand and when West had nothing to say
Nina Zwiercan decided to open 18! (I doubt she
was in possession of any knitting!) Silvana was
not sure what to do for the best, as it was a
new partnership. However, she was confident
that Drury was in the locker, and facing a third
in hand opening it was the obvious choice. You
can imagine her surprise when that ended the
auction!

West led the ®8 and declarer managed eight
tricks for +90 and a 78.98% score.




Zia’s Parting Shot

by Mark Horton

Every once in a while Zia finds the time to send
me a message reporting one of his adventures.
This one is from the fourth round of the Jacek
Pszczola Swiss Cup Final:

Board 18. Dealer East. N/S Vul.
® J.43
¥ —
¢ QJ103
® J106543

4 RiThe
A

¢ 752
® 76

® AK8?2
¢ AKJ109653
¢ 94
¢ Q

® K952
v Q84
¢ AK86
® 97

Saxena v Ashe
Open Room
West North
van de Paverd Gold

East
Ashe
14
26
Dble
Pass

South
Zia
Passl!
Dble!
3!
3v

i)

Rdbl
Dble
Dble

Pass
38
Pass
All Pass

West led the #9 and when East played two
rounds of the suit Zia ruffed and tabled the ®9!
West was wide awake and took the ®Q, ensuring
the penalty was -500.

Naturally Zia admonished his partner for not
bidding the ‘obvious’ 3® himself!

As you can envisage, at the vast majority of
tables South overcalled 4%® and sometimes
conceded -800.

Closed Room

West North East South
Saxena Mendes de Leon Zur-Campanile Nijssen

— — L3 Le

Dble Pass L& All Pass

South led the ®A but there was no defence and
2 IMPs changed hands.
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Rosenblum Semifinals
Session 3

by Mark Horton

After two sessions, both semifinals remained in
the melting pot, Group One leading Rosenthal
by 16 IMPs, while Fleisher's lead over Deep
Finesse was 28 IMPs.

Board 30. Dealer East. N/S Vul.
® 752
¥ KQ85H2
0 AKT752

5763 71
¢ 103
& J109632 k‘

® AQ843
v A4

¢ QJb64
® Q5

® K1096
v JI10
¢ 98
® AK8T74

-

WOJCIECH GAWEL

Group One v Rosenthal

Open Room

West North East South
Gawel Bakke Jagniewski Brogeland
— — 1% 1®
Pass 287 Pass 2%
Pass L,&* Pass Le*
Pass Hé* Dble Pass
Pass 5NT* Pass 6¢

All Pass

L) 2+ 11-21, 5+& or 11-13/17-19 balanced
without 5%/# or 44414 11-21 (14 is non forcing)
28 Good raise with fit

L&  Splinter

L@ Control

Hé First round control

S5NT  Pick a slam

West led the #J and declarer won with the #Q,

CHRISTIAN BAKKE

\‘ RAFAL JAGNIEWSKI
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cashed the 4Q, played a diamond to the ace
and four rounds of hearts, ruffing, which was
accompanied by a claim for all the tricks (East
was clearly going to be squeezed in the black
suits) +1390.

Closed Room

West North East South
Willenken Araszkiewicz ~ Schaltz Kotorowicz
— — L J 1®

L& L& All Pass

West led the #J and declarer ruffed in dummy,
played a spade to the queen, ruffed a club,
played a heart to the ace, cashed the ®#A and
claimed 11 tricks, +650 but 12 IMPs to Rosenthal.

Deep Finesse v Fleisher

Open Room

West North East South
Brink Birman Drijver Padon
— — INT* Dble
38 L& oL J Dble
All Pass

INT  9-12

If the defenders manage to cash their winners
In the correct order a third round of hearts will
promote South’'s #Q for -800.
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Chip Martel

North led the ¢ Kand seeing South’'s 44, switched
to the ®K, South overtaking and returning the
¥4 to North's ®Q. North now cashed the A and
when South played the #6 switched to a spade,
only three down, -500.

Closed Room

West North East South
Korbel Fleisher Lee Martel
— — L J &

Lé L@ All Pass

West led the #J and declarer ruffed in dummy,
played a spade to the queen, ruffed a club,
played a heart to the ace, cashed the ®#A and
claimed 11 tricks, +650 and 4 IMPs to Fleisher.

Board 37. Dealer North. E/W Vul.

® 764
9 94
¢ J64
& AN10932
® AS 8 ® KJ98
$» QJ732 W"E v AI0865
¢ 75 ¢ Q9
& 6514 ks‘ #3837
® Q1032
v K
¢ AK10832
& KQ
Group One v Rosenthal
Open Room
West North East South
Gawel Bakke Jagniewski Brogeland
— Pass Pass 14
1@ Pass Le All Pass

Ther is no play record, but the score was
recorded as -100 so we can infer that declarer
made a rabbinical play in the trump suit.

Closed Room

West North East South
Willenken Araszkiewicz ~ Schaltz Kotorowicz
— Pass Pass 14

Pass INT 28 3¢

4Le 5¢ All Pass

West started with two rounds of spades, ruffed
the third round and played the ®Q, two down



when he did not have the 4Q for another spade
ruff, -100 and 5 IMPs to Rosenthal.

Deep Finesse v Fleisher

Open Room

West North East South
Brink Birman Drijver Padon
— Pass Pass 14
Pass INT Pass 20
Pass 2NT Pass 38
Pass 3¢ All Pass

The lead of the ®Q followed by a switch to the
#8 saw 3¢ make on the nose, +110.

Closed Room

West North East South
Korbel Fleisher Lee Martel
— Pass Pass 14
Pass INT 28* 26
Le 5¢ All Pass

28 Majors

West led the ®Q and East won and switched to
the @8, two down via the spade ruff, -100 and 5
IMPs to Deep Finesse.

Board 38. Dealer East. All Vul.

East led the ®K and West overtook it and switched
to the #8, declarer winning with the #A, playing
a spade to the queen, a spade to the king and
the 42, East taking the ¢A and playing a second
heart. West won and returned the ¢6 and when
East's #Q surfaced declarer claimed, +620.

Closed Room

West North East South
Willenken Araszkiewicz ~ Schaltz Kotorowicz
— — Pass Pass
Pass & Pass 26
Pass 2NT Pass 36
All Pass

East led the #4 and declarer won with dummy'’s
@10, played a spade to the ace and a diamond for
the queen and king. East won the next diamond
perforce and switched to the ®5, West winning
with the ®A and playing a diamond for East to
ruff, +140 but 10 IMPs to Rosenthal.

Deep Finesse v Fleisher

Open Room

West North East South
Brink Birman Drijver Padon
— — Pass Pass
Pass INT All Pass

East led the #10 and

Closed Room

West North East South
Korbel Fleisher Lee Martel
— — Pass Pass
L & 2NT* Pass
3@ Pass Pass 36
Pass Pass L@ Pass
Pass Dble All Pass

2NT  Heart support

Perhaps East took the view that South’s delayed
spade raise suggested West would have no
wasted values in spades. He was right about
that, but it did not help. North led the #K and
then played the #AKJ, the defenders easily
collecting six tricks for three down, -800 and 12

IMPs to Fleisher.

® AKJB85H
¢ 103
¢ 1042
& AKJ
® 93 ® 747
®» AQ987 W'N‘E ®$ KJ6H
¢ 763 ¢ AQ
& Q84 ‘5‘ 10973
® Q106
9 42
¢ KJ985
® 652
Group One v Rosenthal
Open Room
West North East South
Gawel Bakke Jagniewski Brogeland
— — Pass Pass
1o 1® ZNT* 3¢
Pass Le Pass L@
All Pass

2NT  Heart support
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Rosenthal had won the session 32-10 to take the
lead, 72-66. Meanwhile Fleisher had outscored
Deep Finesse 27-18 to lead 96-59.






