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REMEMBERING PEPSI

A gathering to celebrate the memory of Jacek “Pepsi”
Pszczota will be held in the auditorium in conjunction with
today’s awards ceremony.

Anyone who would like to share their memories of Pepsi is

/ welcome.

[ f .

The Rosenblum Cup has reached its closing stages, and it is Rosenthal and Fleisher who have come through
to contest the title.

Today the championships come to a close, with the last titles still to be decided. We will see you at the
awards ceremony in the auditorium.

BONUS AWARDS

Every day BONUS awards special prizes at the booth just outside the
playing area. Yesterday's winners were Gong Wangying and Zhang Hui.
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Honours

THE DYNAMIC DUO
Mark and Anna Newton

Anna and Mark Newton.

In 1984 Anna Brabner was the Secretary to the British Bridge
League until 1999 when the BBL devolved into its constituent
Unions. (During this period she was a member of the team
that won the prestigious Whitelaw Cup in 1986.)

Anna was invited to work as a secretary at the European
Championships in Brighton in 1987, where the British Open
qualified for the Bermuda Bowl and she decided to go to
Ocho Rios, Jamaica to support the team. After this Anna was
invited to work at virtually all the World Championships, as
well as many of the Youth Championships.

In 1989 Anna married John Gudge and it is with this name
that she is probably best known in the Bridge world.

Anna's work with the WBF was infinitely varied, including
running the Systems Desk or the Press Room and as Player
Liaison generally.

Whilst Anna was at almost every WBF event she has the
dubious honour of being probably the only person in the
bridge world who has never been to Salsomaggiore Terme!

John Gudge, died in 1993 but she kept the surname of Gudge.

In 1999 when her full time job of Secretary for the British
Bridge League came to an end Anna approached the WBF to
see if her many skills would be of use to the organisation,
she was already well known to the WBF and was officially
appointed as Communications Manager and also as
Secretary to a number of WBF Committees (Medical &
Prevention and others), working with the Anti-Doping TUE
Committee to ensure bridge remains a clean sport.

Over the years, Anna worked with 7 WBF Presidents - Denis
Howard, Bobby Wolff, Ernesto d'Orsi, José Damiani (for an
amazing 20 years!) Gianarrigo Rona, Jan Kamras and Franck
Riehm. Each one was a different experience and had their
own ways of doing things!

In 1999 with Mark Newton, Anna developed and organised the
World Simultaneous Pairs, plus many others both national
and local, many for Charity, and did the Systems
Administration for World and European Championships.

Anna was proud to be named IBPA International Bridge
Personality of the Year 2000 — one of only two women to be
so honoured.



In 2014 she moved with her partner Mark Newton to Orkney
and they married in 2024.

Anna's main hobbies are cooking, archaeology (preferably
Neolithic, though the Picts are getting a look in these days!),
photography, cooking, a recently acquired interest in bird
watching, reading, writing, cooking (and eating), music and
films, theatre, red wine, parties and anything else that
seems interesting and fun to do at the time - oh and did she
mention the cooking?

She has 2 daughters - Vickie, and Catherine, and 2
grandchildren — Jasmine and Sam

Mark Newton has been involved in IT since 1983. He started
his career as an electronic engineer, but found that he had a
particular interest in computing, building his first PC in 1974.

The interest in computing developed and he moved to
Switzerland to work for Cern at around the same time as Tim
Berners Lee was putting the first ideas together for what
would later become the World Wide Web. On returning to the
UK Mark started his own company selling hardware and
writing application software for individual clients.

Mark became involved with Internet Technology, in the early
90s, long before the explosion of interest in the Web was
generally envisaged. He has never lost the interest and
enthusiasm for the technology involved.

During the early part of his career he developed
considerable expertise in database work with particular
emphasis on the use of databases in conjunction with Direct
Marketing.

Mark and Anna had been good friends for many years and he
went to his first Championship in Albuquerque in 1994 where

he was in charge of the IT and introduced the bridge world to
the delights of a computer network.

Mark was a contributing editor to PCPro magazine for over
ten years and still writes for them on an occasional basis,
but it is because of his partnership with Anna that he got
heavily involved in the bridge side of things!

Mark doesn't play bridge - and flatly refuses to learn, fearing
that he might find it addictive and so distract from his on-
site work for the WBF.

Mark was IT manager for 10 years for the WBF from 1994
where he oversaw many technological improvements to the
game. Each world championship in those days required
extensive meetings about the availability of internet
connection and how it could be provided. This often meant
running network cables between buildings for the event. He
resigned from this to give more time to his web building
business. Although stayed involved with the WBF as a
consultant.

He took over the work of maintaining the WBF Master
Points, following the sad death of Pietro Bernasconi and ran
the Master Point information pages until 2023.

Mark developed all the technology, including the scoring,
behind the Simultaneous Pairs.

Like Anna, he enjoys wining and dining, likes film, reading,
archaeology and for the last five years has been involved in
3D Printing of archaeology objects and sites.

Mark has two sons, Tim and QOliver, and three grandchildren,
Jordan, Magnus and Grace.

The World Bridge Federation is pleased to honour Anna and
Mark for their outstanding contributions with the award of
the WBF Silver and Bronze Medal, respectively.
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Rosenblum Open Teams
Round-of-16, Session 1
TEAMNL v SILVER SURFERS

by David Bird

We are down to the last sixteen teams. Does
that mean that the quality of play will raise even
higher? Maybe, it might instead mean that the
players are starting to get a bit weary. We can
be the judges, as we watch the action.

Board 2. Dealer East. N/S Vul.
® A532
¥ 87
¢ J1095
& )93

4 T
A

¢ 832
® A8

® J109

® A963

¢ AKQ4

¢ 102

® K76

¢ 105

¢ 76

& KQ7654

MARK BARTUSEK

DANNY MOLENAAR

Open Room

West North East South
Bartusek Verbeek Compton Molenaar
— — e Dble
248 26 All Pass

Should South double on those cards? Not if he
wants his effort to appear in any textbook on
bidding. Chris Compton led the ®Q, won with
dummy’s ace. When Tim Verbeek ran the #J to
the queen, East cashed the ®J and led the ®4.
West ruffed with the #7 and declarer played
well by discarding the #9.

The defenders took the king and ace of clubs.
They followed with the ®K, ruffed by West with
the king and overruffed with the ace. Declarer
then drew East's trump and claimed the
remainder with four diamond tricks. That was
+110, and a success for the off shape double.

TIM VERBEEK

CHRIS COMPTON




Closed Room

West North East South
B Nab Hurd Kiljan Bathurst
— — 1@ Pass
INT Pass Pass Dble
28 All Pass

Let's see how Kevin Bathurst’s disciplined Pass
on the first round turned out. He won the ¢J
lead with the queen and switched to the #J,
run to the queen. Declarer made six trumps, a
heart and a spade for +90. So, it was 5 IMPs to
TEAMNL.

Do you fancy 3NT or 4% on the next one? “Place
your bets!”

Board 5. Dealer North. N/S Vul.

® Q765
v 3
¢ Q53
® Q7654
® A8 4 & ® J102
¥ K108654 W"E v A7
¢ — ¢ AKJ10762
& K1032 ks‘ 49
® K93
v QJ92
¢ 984
& AJB
Open Room
West North East South
Bartusek Verbeek Compton Molenaar
— Pass 14 Pass
1o Pass 3¢ Pass
3e Pass 36 Pass
3NT All Pass

Tim Verbeek led the #4, which was a good
start. Danny Molenaar won with the ace, and a
club return would have eased the defence. He
switched to the #3 won with the queen. North
needed to return to clubs, but not surprisingly
played back the #7. Mark Bartusek won South's
king with the ace, crossed to the ®A and cashed
the ¢A-K. With the #J standing as an entry, he
then cleared the diamonds. It was an avoidable
+430 to the SILVER SURFERS.

Closed Room

West North East South

B Nab Hurd Kiljan Bathurst
— Pass 14 Pass

2@ Pass Le All Pass

A major-suit lead makes life difficult, but John
Hurd led the #4 to South’'s ace. When the #9
was returned, Bart Nab needed to rise with
the ace and cross to the ®A to take discards
on the diamonds. No, he played low and North
won with the #Q. Now a club was needed, but
Hurd returned a spade, dummy's #10 winning.
Declarer could play diamonds now and make
the game.

No, he played the ®A, and only then the ®AK,
throwing two clubs.

When declarer called for the ®7, South split his
Q-J. He won, but North showed out. Two trump
tricks had to be lost and that was one down.
After roller-coaster rides at both tables, it was
10 IMPs to the SILVER SURFERS.

Board 6. Dealer East. E/W Vul.

® 97
v AKQJ
¢ Ab6D
& Q752
® AQ?2 & ® 43
9 943 W"E v 1086
¢ Q ¢ K1098742
#KJ9863 A4 s A
® KJI086DH
® 752
¢ J3
& 104
Open Room
West North East South
Bartusek Verbeek Compton Molenaar
— — Pass Pass
26*
Pass 2NT* Pass 36
Pass 36 All Pass

East failed to open 3¢ for some reason, and
North/South bid to 34 on a multi auction. Chris
Compton cashed the #A and switched to the
¥10. Tim Verbeek won and played a trump to the
jack and queen. Mark Bartusek scored the #K,
East throwing the 42. He then switched to the
¢Q, won with declarer’s ace. The #Q was ruffed



and overruffed, declarer continuing with the #K
to the ace. He could then make the remainder
for +140.

Closed Room

West North East South
B Nab Hurd Kiljan Bathurst
— — 3¢ Pass
Pass 3NT All Pass

Veri Kiljan did open 34 (well done) and John
Hurd hazarded 3NT. The 410 lead went to the
jack and queen, ducked by declarer. Bart Nab
switched to the #J, declarer ducking and East
winning with the bare ace. East, who had no side
entry now, set up his diamonds. Declarer ran the
#9, losing to the queen, and was then woefully
short of material. He ended three down for -150.
It was 7 IMPs for TEAMNL and for all those who
subscribe to ‘Pre-empt whenever you can!’.

On Board 7, Verbeek and Molenaar attempted
54 with a 6-2 fit, 22 HCP, and only one of the five
diamonds keycards! The defenders duly scored
all four of their key cards for two down. That was
7 IMP away against the (alliteration warning)
Silver Surfers’ sensible 34 at the other table.

You want to see the gory details? OK, then.

Board 7. Dealer South. All Vul.

1®# means: 0-4 &, 4-11 HCP. 3NT and even 2NT
went down at 8 of the 16 tables, but Verbeek
preferred 5¢. East led the #A against 5¢ and
played another spade, declarer ditching his
heart loser. The #Q was ruffed and overruffed.
That's enough gore for now. Declarer dropped a
trick near the end, going two down and losing
200.

Closed Room

West North East South
B Nab Hurd Kiljan Bathurst
— — — 1@
INT 24 26 Pass
Pass 38 Pass 3¢

All Pass

Kiljan found the best lead of a trump, declarer
putting up dummy’'s ace. West won the next
trump and returned an accurate #J to East's
ace. A heart switch is needed, but the #5 return
was won with dummy’'s 9. Declarer had no
further problems and pocketed +110 for a gain
of 7 IMPs.

During more than half a century of bridge writing,
| have frequently poured scorn on those who
commend and even fully describe ‘interesting
24 contracts'’. Believe it or not, | have just found
such a deal!

Board 9. Dealer North. E/W Vul.

® 10
9?2
¢ QJ10943
® Q9754
® J/4 & ® A76532
®$ AJT76 W"E v 1085
¢ K62 ¢ 75
& AJ32 ks‘ & 106
® KQ98
¢ KQ943
¢ A8
& K8
Open Room
West North East South
Bartusek Verbeek Compton Molenaar
— — — 1@
Pass 1#* Pass 20*
Pass ZNT* Pass 3NT
Pass o¢ All Pass

® Q42
v K108 3
¢ AK8
& K93
® J86H & ® K73
9 74 W"E ® AQJ6
¢ 9 ¢ J762
# AQJ654 k‘“" & 107
® A109
$ 952
¢ Q10543
& 82
Open Room
West North East South
Bartusek Verbeek Compton Molenaar
— INT Pass Pass
287 Pass Pass 24
Pass Pass Dble All Pass



Mark Bartusek thought for a full minute before
passing the double. Since West should have a
respectable six-card suit for his vulnerable 24,
| think East would have done better to bid 34. In
theory that can be beaten after a start of ¢A and
an unlikely switch to a heart. Oh, yes?

If West leads a heart, 2¢ can be beaten, but
that's not so attractive with only one trump. He
preferred the #6, which went to the king and
ace. Molenaar drew trumps in four rounds. He
then picked up West's #J, by leading the 10. A
spade back to the 9 allowed a club lead, West
rising with the ace. Declarer then made an
overtrick for +280.

Closed Room

West North East South
B Nab Hurd Kiljan Bathurst
— INT Pass Pass
Dble* Pass 28 2¢

All Pass

Bart Nab and Very Kiljan found the winning
defence of a heart lead to the jack and a club
return to the ace. A second heart to the jack was
followed by the ®A and a fourth heart. Bathurst
ruffed with the 410 to prevent West scoring
his 49. This promoted a trump trick for East.
Declarer ran the #10 to the king, losing just one
spade trick, but that was still one down. It was a
finely played defence. +50 and 8 IMPs to TEAMNL.

We end with another swing of around the same
size. (Only one double-figure swing today,
compared the overdose of eight on my previous
report)

Board 13. Dealer North. All Vul.
® KQ932
v 75
¢ Q86
& 652

&
Ao

® A8
¢ J1086
¢ A3

& AQJ10

® 54
9 9472
¢ J752
® K943

® J106
v AKQ3
¢ K109 4
& 387

Open Room

West North East South
Bartusek Verbeek Compton Molenaar
— Pass 14 Dble
Pass & Pass Pass
24 20 All Pass

Compton cashed the ®K and switched to the ¢4,
which ran to declarer’'s queen. A finesse of the
#10 was allowed to win. Declarer then played
the ®#A-K and finessed the #J to the king. After
the helpful diamond switch, it had not been
possible to prevent ten tricks. That was +170.

Closed Room

West North East South
B Nab Hurd Kiljan Bathurst
— Pass 14 Dble
2NT* 36 Pass L&

All Pass

Veri Kiljan defended accurately, cashing two
hearts and switching to a club. Declarer played
the ten,

Bart Nab winning with the king. Declarer ruffed
the heart return and played the king and ace of
trumps. He then conceded one down, for a loss
of 7 IMPs.

The first session ended with a score of TEAMNL
OPEN 32 SILVER SURFERS 29. It was always
going to be a close one!

|V

John Hurd
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McConnell Cup
Final Session 3

by Mark Horton

After two topsy-turvy sessions Baker led
Jiangsu Runtai 59-56.

Board 30. Dealer East. N/S Vul.

® Q7
¥ 65
¢ 10876
® 109765
® AB4L2 N ® KJ9
¥ K83 WV‘E © AJ9T4L2
¢ AQ932 ¢ 5
L YA ks‘ & AJ2
® 10653
¢ Q10
¢ KJ4
& KQ83
Open Room
West North East South
Shao Dwyer Rimstedt Yuan Rimstedt
— — 1@ Pass
1® Pass Z2NT* Pass
3@ Pass 3% Pass
L& Pass L4* Pass
LNT* Pass He* Pass
6@ All Pass
ZNT  6%+3@6 maximum
L Control
Le Control
4NT RKCB
5® 2 keycards

South led the #K and declarer won, ruffed a
club, cashed the A, ruffed a diamond, ruffed
a club, ruffed a diamond, played a heart to the
king and discarded a spade on the now good
4Q. South could ruff, but declarer had the rest,
+980.

10

Closed Room

West North East South
Dufrat Wu Zmuda Wang
— — 1@ Pass
24 Pass 2@ Pass
2NT* Pass 36 Pass
3@ Pass Le* Pass
4Le All Pass

Alas, | cannot tell you what 34 meant, or why
East did not subsequently bid 4.

She did take all the tricks for +510, but it was 10
IMPs to Jiangsu Runtai, who regained the lead.

Board 31. Dealer South. E/W Vul.

® ABb6b4L
®» AQ10872
¢ 7
& K2
® Q107 N ® 532
vkoie P q o3
¢ KQ ¢ AJI0O954
& AJ98T ks‘ #1054
® KJ9
9 J65
¢ 8632
® Q63
Open Room
West North East South
Shao Dwyer Rimstedt Yuan Rimstedt
— — — Pass
INT 28* 24 Dble
All Pass
28 Majors

South led the 3 and declarer won in dummy,
drew trumps and played a club to the eight and
king, finishing with nine tricks, +380 and 13 IMPs
to Jiangsu Runtai.



Closed Room

West North East South
Dufrat Wu Zmuda Wang
— — — Pass
INT 287 24 Dble
Pass Le All Pass

28 Majors

East led the #5 and West took the #A and
switched to the #K followed by the Q. Declarer
ruffed, unblocked the #K, crossed to dummy
with the ®K, pitched a spade on the #Q and
played the ®J, covered by the ®K and ®A. That
was +420.

Board 32. Dealer West. All Vul.

® 5/
@ 1053
¢ JB832
& KJ63
® Q0986 & ® J732
v AQJ4?2 W"E ¥ K986
¢ 74 ¢ 1065
#108 A4 NG
® AKI0
v 7
¢ AKQ9
& Q97472
Open Room
West North East South
Shao Dwyer Rimstedt Yuan Rimstedt
24* Pass 3e Dble
Pass L Pass Hé
All Pass
24 Majors, 54

East led the®#3 and declarer easily amassed 11
tricks, +600.

Closed Room

West North East South
Dufrat Wu Zmuda Wang
Pass Pass Pass 14*
Dble* 16* 1@ Dble
20 Dble* Pass 38
All Pass
L] O+, 16+

Dble 4+% and 4+

11

That meant 10 IMPs to Baker.

Board 35. Dealer South. All Vul.

® AJ?2
®» Q8753
¢ J2
& Q472
® 1098654 N ® 3
¢ K109 4 W"E v J
¢4 ¢ K987653
& 107 h-4 & AJ85
® KQ7
® Ab62
¢ AQ10
& K963
Open Room
West North East South
Shao Dwyer Rimstedt Yuan Rimstedt
— — — 1%
Pass T6* 3¢ 3NT
Pass Pass L Dble
All Pass
L J 2+8,  11-14/18-19 balanced or 11+, 4&

unbalanced
16 Hearts

South led the ®A and switched to the #K. If she
now finds the #K even -2000 might be possible
but she naturally preferred the #3 and declarer
took North's #Q with the #A and played the 9.
South won with the 410, cashed the #K and then
played the #Q. Declarer ruffed, cashed the &J
and exited with the 8 but she was booked for
six down, -1700.

Closed Room

West North East South
Dufrat Wu Zmuda Wang
— — — 1%
Dble* Rdbl* 1 INT
Pass 3NT All Pass
L J O+d 16+

Dble 4+% and 4+@

West led the #9 and declarer won with the #K
and played two rounds of hearts, ducking West's
¥9 as East pitched the ¢5. West switched to the
¢4 and declarer overtook dummy’s ¢J with the
4Q and played another heart, easily securing 10



tricks, +630, but 14 IMPs to Baker. Closed Room

West North East South
Board 36. Dealer West. None Vul. Dufrat Wu Zmuda Wang
® 3 1% 2NT* 3% 6d
Q7643 Dble Pass 6¢ Dble
¢ — All Pass
® J1097643
® J9 ® K10642 1 4+4
¢ J1095 W'N‘E 9?2 2NT  Hearts and clubs
¢ AQJ964 ks‘ ¢ K108732 36 Fit
A ¢ Q
® AQ875 | am full of admiration for everyone’s bidding on
v AKS8 this deal.
¢ 5 A level higher meant two down, -300 and 5 IMPs
& K852 to Jiangsu Runtai.
Open Room On Board 37 NS held #A10743 #AQ85 ¢75 #87
West North East South opposite #J865 ®KJ9 ¢KB83 #AJ5. Wu opened
Shao Dwyer Rimstedt Yuan Rimstedt 1# and was raised to game, stone cold on the
16 Pass e Pass layout, +420. Dwyer Rimstedt passed and then
24 Pass Le Pass reopened with a double (Yuan opened 34 with
Hé* Pass 5¢ Dble &0 v643 ¢AQJ1064 #943) and her sister's 3@
All Pass for +170 saw 6 IMPs change hands.
1¢ 3+¢,11-15 On board 39 a careless defensive play allowed

a doubled game to make, giving Baker an 11 IMP
North led the ®3 and declarer had to lose a bonus. 93 IMPs were exchanged in the session,
heart and two spades, one down, -100. and with 14 deals remaining the score was 105-
103 in favour of Baker.

L

CECILIA DWYER RIMSTEDT

PEIPEI SHAD

SANDRA RIMSTEDT - QA
— n - XUEFANG YUAN




McConnell Final Session 4
Rosenblum Quarterfinals Session 4

by David Burn

The widest margin with a set to play in the McConnell
Rosenblum quarterfinals was the 30 IMPs by BAKER v JIANGSU RUNTAI
which Rosenthal led Zimmermann. Group One  Open Room

were 19 ahead of Milanbridge, Fleisher were 25  West North East South
ahead of Cercol Rom and TeamNL Open were  Zuo Dufrat Yuan Zmuda
13 ahead of Deep Finesse. The McConnell had  — — — Pass
reached the final but had not reached anything 14 1 INT* Pass
resembling a conclusion, for Baker led Jiangsu  2& Pass 24 Pass
Runtai by a solitary IMP. 29 Pass 26 Pass
That lead was soon to increase dramatically. 2NT Pass 3 Pass
4Le Pass 4NT Pass
Board 15. Dealer South. NS Vul. o¢ Pass 6NT All Pass
® A
965 Closed Room
¢ Q10842 West North East South
® JI10T7 42 S Rimstedt Wu C Rimstedt Wang
® Q107 N ® K98 — — — Pass
v KJ97 W"E v AQ42 INT Pass 2NT* Pass
¢ A7 ks ‘ ¢ KJ65 38" Pass 3e* Pass
& AQ63 ¢ K8 Le Pass LNT* Pass
® J65432 He* Pass 6 All Pass
v 1083
¢ 93 In the Open Room West opened a strong club
® 95 and North overcalled 1¢, which was to have a

profound effect in the later going. East's INT

KATARZYNA DUFRAT

XIAOXUE ZU0




response was a balanced game force, and
artificiality supervened until West jumped to
game in the 4-4 heart fit because she had a
minimum opening. East, with a strong club of
her own, took over with Blackwood but, fearful
that the missing ace was in diamonds and that
6% would be beaten by a diamond lead and a
ruff, opted for 6NT rather than 6%. The notrump
slam was of course equally makeable, but after
a diamond lead ran to her jack Yuan cashed
¢ A before running the heart suit ending on the
table. North threw a card in each minor and
declarer called for dummy’'s queen of spades.
North won the ace and played a diamond, on
which declarer unblocked dummy’s #10 as she
won with #K. She was still in a position to make
by cashing the king of spades, which would
squeeze North in the minors, but the play up to
this point left little doubt that she was going to
play North for a 3=2=5=3 shape with #J. Sure
enough, three rounds of clubs were followed by
a spade for down one.

At the other table, a puppet Stayman sequence
left Sandra Rimstedt in 6% on the lead of ®J;
declarer’s first spade play was from the West
hand and collected North's singleton ace so
Baker collected 14 IMPs. In the Rosenblum
Cercol Rom and Fleisher both stayed out of slam

SANDRA RIMSTEDT

PING WANG

for no swing. Deep Finesse and TeamNL Open
both made the slam for no swing, Milanbridge
and Group One duplicated that result, and
Rosenthal made the slam while Zimmermann
did not for 14 IMPs to the former team.

Board 16 was a routine game, Group One win-
ning 2 IMPs for overtricks. The East-West
cards on board 17 were:

® 3874 - ® AK6532
v AQ76 W"E v 32

oAb o KJ

& KJB3 ks‘ & A05

Six Spades by West was a better contract than
six spades by East, but for some reason none of
the pairs involved had the mechanism to reach
it. Not that it mattered - 7NT by anyone was the
best contract on the actual layout, because the
spades were 2-2 and South had ®K9 and #Q64.
In Zimmermann v Rosenthal and Milanbridge v
Group One nobody bid a slam; in the other two
matches everybody bid a slam so there were no
swings apart from three

1 IMP overtricks. In the McConnell final both
teams bid a slam and took all their tricks.

CECILIA DWYER RIMSTEDT




Board 18. Dealer East. N/S Vul.
AKQT7

9 4

107
AKI1086

&
h.d

A K
Q9743

®
4
¢
L

¢ 1053

®» QJ1032
¢ 632
52

® J9472

v A5

¢ QJ9854
¢ J

®
4
¢
L

Six Clubs is essentially flat out on the heart
finesse. Nobody bid Six Clubs, but in the
Rosenblum three teams did almost as well as if
they had bid it, for at each one West overcalled
South's opening bid of 14 with 2% and East raised
to 3% over North’'s double. When that came
round to the Norths they doubled again, and the
Souths expressed contentment. Uniformity was
preserved when ev ery declarer went down
five, and Fleisher picked up 10 IMPs against
Cercol Rom while Deep Finesse and TeamNL
Open flattened the board at 1100 apiece. Jiangsu
Runtai scored an IMP for an overtrick in the
McConnell.

The East-West cards on board 19 were:

@ AJb543 .| ® KQ

v _ WV‘E ® AKJ7543
¢ AQ932 ® K107

s K3 A4 ® 6

Spades were 4-1 and diamonds 3-2, so twelve
tricks were available in either of those suits and
in notrump provided West bid that denomination
first. Nobody played in 6NT, and not every pair
went plus either. Inthe McConnell Jiangsu Runtai
won 2 IMPs for playing slam in spades while
Baker played in diamonds; in the Rosenblum
Zimmermann won the same swing for the same
reason against Rosenthal while Milanbridge and
Group One shared plus 1430 in spades. Fleisher
obtained that score against Cercol Rom, but
at the other table there was a variation, for
South passed originally and then stuck in a 34
overcall when his opponents started with 14
by West and 2% by East. The Romanians coped

15

with the resulting auction well enough - West
bid 34, North bid 54, East bid 5NT and West
picked diamonds - but declarer was convinced
that South must have some shape for his
intervention, so after #A and a spade shift he
played a diamond to the ace and a diamond to
the ten. The defenders scored not only ¢J but
a spade ruff into the bargain, and Fleisher won
another 17 IMPs - that match was no longer
close. In Deep Finesse v TeamNL Open no one
really had very much excuse for what they did -
the Dutch East-West had an unopposed auction
to six hearts while the Deep Finesse pair bid
without let or hindrance to Seven Diamonds
and must have been somewhat relieved to gain
3 IMPs for having done so.

Board 20 was a part score, and a messy one at
that. The deal belonged to East-West in 2% or
2NT, and in the Rosenblum five pairs achieved
results that were there or thereabouts. TeamNL
Open overreached and lost 6 IMPs for minus
scores at both tables, Rosenthal won 3 IMPs
for 200 against minus 90, and in the McConnell
there was no swing. We hadn't had a slam for
at least five minutes, so the next deal was no
particular surprise.

Board 21. Dealer North. N/S Vul.

® 842
9 Jb
¢ J943
& K654
& KQ ® A95
v A983 WVN‘E » KQ7542
¢ Q ¢ A0S
# AQJ1072 ‘S‘ ®3
® JI0763
v 10
¢ K7652
& 93
McConnell
BAKER v JIANGSU RUNTAI
Open Room
West North East South
Zuo Dufrat Yuan Zmuda
— Pass 184 Pass
28 Pass 2@ Pass
L&* Pass 6@ All Pass



Closed Room

West North East South
S Rimstedt Wu C Rimstedt Wang
— Pass 1L Pass
2NT* Pass 3% Pass
LNT* Pass He* Pass
6@ All Pass

In the Open Room 24 was artificial, 4¢ was a
splinter and 6% was precipitate. In the Closed
Room 2NT was invitational to game or better in
hearts, 3% was a high-card minimum but one
that would accept a game try, and 4NT was
precipitate. After the 54 response West knew
(assuming East actually had three keycards
rather than none) that her partner did not have
#K as well because that would give her more
than a minimum opening, but she didn't know
and seemed to have no way to find out whether
East had a singleton or not. No swing at 1010
apiece. Every auction in the Rosenblum took at
least five rounds, many of them took a couple
more, but almost all of them got the job done and
there were seven scores of 1510. The exception
was TeamNL Open, who lost 11 IMPs to Deep
Finesse as a result. At the halfway point of the
final session Rosenthal led Zimmermann by 46,
Group One led Milanbridge by 21, Fleisher led
Cercol Rom by 54, Deep Finesse led TeamNL
Open by 6, and Baker led Jiangsu Runtai by 12.

East-West could score 120 in 2NT on board 22,
and no one could do better than that. It was a
good idea not to attempt 2NT, though, because
while the DD solver could make it a human
declarer might well fall short. When Cercol Rom
did so, it cost them 6 IMPs against Fleisher. The
Milanbridge South overcalled a 14 opening with
INT on #J1064 ®AKJ ¢KJ84 #J5; when this was
doubled he retreated to 24 which was a 4-2 fit
that cost 500 and 9 IMPs to Group One. 1-IMP
swings went to Zimmermann and TeamNL Open,
no IMPs went to anyone in the McConnell final.

Board 23 was as close as we have come to
completely flat. Everyone in the Rosenblum
and one pair in the McConnell scored 140 in 29.
The other pair balanced against that contract
and reached a parlous 4-3 fit that would have
been doubled and lost a medium-sized fortune
had either defender held four trumps. Neither
did, but it looked as though declarer would
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have her work cut out to avoid down three vul-
nerable. But the defence was kind and Cecilia
Rimstedt managed her hopeless cause with
great skill to emerge with down only one and
an IMP to Baker.

Board 24 was another messy part score
where the North-Souths were due a small
plus; seven out of eight managed that in the
Rosenblum while the eighth conceded a small
minus instead and Zimmermann won 5 IMPs
against Rosenthal. There was no swing in the
McConnell.

Board 25. Dealer North. E/W Vul.

® 10743
® J9632
¢ 6
& Q108
® QJ85 & AK
v Q108 W'N‘E v 74
¢ 82 ¢ K1095
#9752 ks‘ & AK643
® 962
¥ AKbH
¢ AQJ743
& J
McConnell
BAKER v JIANGSU RUNTAI
Open Room
West North East South
Zuo Dufrat Yuan Zmuda
— Pass 1 14
All Pass
Closed Room
West North East South
S Rimstedt Wu C Rimstedt Wang
— 246* Dble All Pass

In the Open Room Yuan's strong club met with an
overcall from South and a pass from West that
showed a bad hand, so East did not feel inclined
to disturb the contract. The trouble was that
what with the spade blockage the defenders
could not come to all their tricks - East was
eventually forced to give North a club winner, so
one diamond scored plus 70 for Zmuda. At the
other table North's 2¢ opening showed a weak
hand with 5-4 in the majors - had South known
which way round her partner’s suits were she
could have removed to 2% and made it, but as



it was she left her partner in 24 doubled where
declarer managed the same seven tricks as
Zmuda but that was for minus 100 rather than
plus 70. Five IMPs to Baker.

In the Rosenblum Zimmermann lost 100 in 4%
at one table and gained 100 against 24 doubled
at the other for no swing; Milanbridge made 14
at one table and 2NT by East at the other for a
5-IMP gain; Cercol Rom and Fleisher flattened
the board by making 2NT as East in each room.
Deep Finesse did the same with their East-West
cards while TeamNL Open lost 100 in 34 with
theirs, so Deep Finesse won 6 IMPs.

On board 26 there was a faint chance that East-
West might look too hard for a heart slam and
fail at the five level, but almost none of the
pairs in either tournament was so tempted
and almost everyone scored 620. An exception
was Zimmermann, one of whose players was
passed out in what he intended as a control-bid
but since that had taken him beyond the safety
of 4%® he was going minus anyway and the extra
undertrick made precious little difference.
Another was Milanbridge whose West player, if
the record is true, “raised” 1 to 26 with #K2
YAK10943 4J10974 #. He probably didn't mean
to do that, but 140 is what is on the scoresheet
so | guess he must not have noticed his slip
until it was too late to do anything about it. 12
IMPs went to Rosenthal and 10 to Group One.

Mindful that there hadn't been a slam in a while,
the dealing machine produced board 27 on
which there were twelve tricks because #962
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facing ®#AQ1084 played for no losers as did
¥J8432 facing ®AKS. If perchance you played
from the wrong side you would also need the
club finesse, but that would not have presented
a problem either. Nobody bid a slam, everybody
bid a game, and there were three tiny swings
for overtricks. At this point with a board to play
Rosenthal, Group One and Fleisher were miles
ahead, while Baker had an insuperable lead in
the McConnell final. Only the match between
Deep Finesse and TeamNL Open remained in
doubt, and would continue to do so until the end.

Board 28. Dealer West. E/W Vul.

® 10952
v QJa
¢ KJB6?2
é J
® A3 ® Q084
¥ AB86b W'N‘E ¥ K1053
¢ AQ753 ¢ 1094
# A93 ks‘ #0106
® KJ76
9® 972
¢
& K87542
Rosenblum
DEEP FINESSE v TEAMNL OPEN
Open Room
West North East South
Nab Korbel Kiljan Lee
2NT Pass 3NT All Pass
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In the Open Room West's 2NT opening gave no
clue to his shape, and North had no reason to
avoid a diamond lead against 3NT. Declarer for
TeamNL Open was now in a position to make the
contract, and it seemed possible to the Dutch
supporters that if at the other table a 14 opening
were to deter North from leading a diamond in
favour of a spade, a 10-IMP swing was a live
possibility in @ match whose scoreline at the
moment was Deep Finesse 110-101 TeamNL
Open. Of course, Nab had no idea that because
he actually had three club tricks and three heart
tricks to go with two diamonds and #A, he did
not need North to have the king of spades. He
put up dummy’s ¢9 which held the trick, and his
next move was to lead a club from dummy - but
that club was not the queen, and his chance
had gone almost as quickly as it had arrived.
He won #A and led a diamond towards the ten
on the table, but Korbel put the jack on that and
shifted to a spade. This might have beaten the
contract two, but the play followed a confused
path and the defenders settled for down one.
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Closed Room

West North East South
Padon Verbeek Birman Molenaar
L) 14 Dble* Pass
Pass & Pass Pass
2NT Pass 3NT All Pass

In the Closed Room Verbeek was not deterred
by the unfavourable vulnerability from putting
in an overcall when Dror Padon opened 14 as
required by his methods. When this was doubled
and left in Verbeek decided the time had come
to run - his 14 escape found his partner with a
fit and his opponents in what had just become
a hopeless 3NT because a spade lead was
now a matter of routine. Down one here also,
no swing, and if anyone happens to be singing
“Won't You Come Home Bill Bailey?” the answer
will be “Not yet - I'm in the semi-finals of the
Rosenblum.”



