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THE SHARP END
The  Rosenblum  Cup  is  down  to  sixteen  teams  after
Sunday’s  round  of  32,  played  over  four  stanzas.  The
McConnell Cup has reached the semifinals, and so has the
Jacek Pszczoła Swiss Cup.

In the pairs championships qualifying continues. Grzegorz
Superson  and  Giorgi  Zedginidze  lead  the  Open  Pairs  on
58.84% after six sessions, while Marie Boecker and Kathrin
Schwalbach head the Women’s Pairs on 58.99%.

QUALIFYING FORMATS
Jacek Pszczoła Swiss Cup
Top 28 teams qualified.

Open Pairs
A total of 112 pairs qualify for Semifinal A, including drop-
ins. The number of drop-ins is 13, so the number of
qualifiers is 99.

Women’s Pairs
A total of 24 pairs qualify for Semifinal A, including drop-
ins. The number of drop-ins is six, so the number of
qualifiers is 18.

BONUS AWARDS

Every day BONUS awards special prizes at the booth just outside the
playing area. Yesterday’s winners were Adam Pigulski and Arkadiusz
Wodkowski.
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Were Deep Finesse able to compete in the 
Championships it would undoubtedly wipe 
the floor with everyone as far as card play is 
concerned.
However, in real life, the contest between Deep 
Finesse and Gillis was much closer as the third 
session got under way, just 9 IMPs separating 
the teams.

Board 29. Dealer North. None Vul.
			   ♠	 7 2
			   ♥	 Q J 9 4 3
			   ♦	 Q 5 4 2
			   ♣	 6 3
	 ♠	 J			   ♠	 K Q 9 8 6 5 3
	 ♥	 K 10 8 6 5			   ♥	 A 7 2
	 ♦	 A 9 8			   ♦	 6
	 ♣	 9 8 5 4			   ♣	 A 7
			   ♠	 A 10 4
			   ♥	 —
			   ♦	 K J 10 7 3
			   ♣	 K Q J 10 2

Deep Finesse v Gillis
Open Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Gillis	 Birman	 Saelensminde	 Padon
	—	 Pass	 1♠	 2NT*
	Pass	 3♦	 3♠	 Dble
	Pass	 5♦	 Pass	 Pass
	Dble	 All Pass

2NT	 Minors

East led the ♥A and declarer ruffed in dummy 
and played the ♣K, East winning and switching 
to the ♠5. Declarer took dummy’s ♠A, played 
the ♦J and when that slipped past West’s ♦A 
continued with winning clubs, claiming 11 tricks, 
+550.
As you will have spotted, West must win the first 
diamond and return the suit, when declarer will 
be a trick short.

Rosenblum Teams
Round of 64-3

Deep Finesse v Gillis
by Mark Horton

DrOR PADON

SIMON GILLIS

ALON BIRMAN

ERIK SAELENSMINDE
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Closed Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Korbel	 Abragi	 Lee	 Sandin
	—	 Pass	 1♠	 2NT*
	Dble	 4♦	 4♠	 5♦
	Dble	 All Pass

2NT	 Minors

East led the ♠K and the defenders soon had 
three tricks, -100 and 12 IMPs to Deep Finesse.
Many pairs bid 5♦ almost always doubled and 
usually defeated (+550 made four appearances).

Both defenders made the same lead on our next 
offering, but the results were different:

Board 31. Dealer South. E/W Vul.
			   ♠	 K 6
			   ♥	 K J 5
			   ♦	 K Q 8 2
			   ♣	 7 5 4 2
	 ♠	 Q 10 8 7 3			   ♠	 A 9 5
	 ♥	 Q 8 4 3 2			   ♥	 A 10 6
	 ♦	 7 5			   ♦	 J 6 4
	 ♣	 A			   ♣	 J 10 9 6
			   ♠	 J 4 2
			   ♥	 9 7
			   ♦	 A 10 9 3
			   ♣	 K Q 8 3

Deep Finesse v Gillis
Open Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Gillis	 Birman	 Saelensminde	 Padon
	—	 —	 —	 Pass
	Pass	 1♣*	 Pass	 1♠*
	2♦*	 Pass	 2♠	 Dble
	Pass	 2NT	 Pass	 3♣
	All Pass

1♣	 2+♣, could be 5♦332, 11-22
1♠	 Diamonds or NT
2♦	 Majors

East led the ♣J and declarer was happy to see 
the ♣A appear when he ducked. He won the 
diamond return with dummy’s ♦A, played a 
spade for the king and ace, won the ♣ return 
in dummy, played a diamond to the queen and 
a spade to the jack. Apparently that held, and 
declarer ruffed a spade and played a club to the 

eight, claiming ten tricks, +130.

Closed Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Korbel	 Abragi	 Lee	 Sandin
	—	 —	 —	 Pass
	Pass	 1♦	 Pass	 3♣*
	Pass	 3♦	 All Pass

3♣	 Support

East led the ♣J and West took dummy’s ♣K and 
switched to the ♥8, East winning and retuning 
the ♣10 for the queen and a ruff. A spade to 
the ace allowed East to cash the ♣9 and play a 
fourth club, taking the score to 6-0, three down, 
-150 and 7 IMPs to Deep Finesse.

Board 33. Dealer North. N/S Vul.
			   ♠	 K J 5 4 3
			   ♥	 Q 10 4
			   ♦	 K 6 5
			   ♣	 10 8
	 ♠	 —			   ♠	 9 7
	 ♥	 J 9 8 5 3 2			  ♥	 A K 7
	 ♦	 A Q 10			   ♦	 9 8 4 3 2
	 ♣	 J 9 7 5			   ♣	 A Q 6
			   ♠	 A Q 10 8 6 2
			   ♥	 6
			   ♦	 J 7
			   ♣	 K 4 3 2

Deep Finesse v Gillis
Open Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Gillis	 Birman	 Saelensminde	 Padon
	—	 Pass	 1♦	 2♠
	Dble	 3♠	 Pass	 Pass
	Dble	 Pass	 4♦	 All Pass

South led the ♥6 and declarer took North’s ♥10 
with the ♥K and played a diamond to the queen. 
North won and returned the ♥4 for South to 
ruff, but declarer was in control, losing only to 
the ♣K, +130.

Closed Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Korbel	 Abragi	 Lee	 Sandin
	—	 Pass	 1♦	 2♠
	Dble*	 3♠	 Pass	 Pass
	4♥	 All Pass
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North led the ♦5 and declarer won with the ♦Q, 
cashed the ♥AK and played a diamond to the ten, 
North winning, cashing the ♥Q and switching to 
the ♣8, declarer claiming, +420.
For the benefit of those who are not avid readers 
of bridge bulletins, this might be the moment to 
remind you that when partner freely supports 
your six-card major Meckstroth’s Law is that 
you bid game.
It was another 7 IMPs to Deep Finesse.

13 pairs bid 4♠ - these were the biggest swings:

Team Sweden v Allard
Open Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Reess	 Wrang	 Allard	 Selberg
	—	 Passs	 1♦	 2♠
	3♥	 4♠	 All Pass

West led the ♥8, +420.

Closed Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Sjoqvist	 Franceschetti	 Safsten	 Robert
	—	 Pass	 1♣*	 1♠
	2♥*	 4♠	 Pass	 Pass
	4NT	 Dble	 5♦	 Dble
	All Pass

South led the ♥6 which should be good enough 
to defeat 5♦, but declarer emerged with 11 tricks, 

+550 and 15 IMPs to Team Sweden.

Overdeck v Silesia Gliwice
Open Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Pazur	 Manno	 Wojcicki	 Palma
	—	 Pass	 1NT*	 2♦*
	3♦*	 4♠	 Dble	 All Pass

1NT	 11-14
2♦	 One major
3♦	 Hearts

East led the ♥A, +790.

Closed Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Versace	 Pilch	 Sementa	 Kujawa
	—	 Pass	 1NT*	 2♦*
	Dble*	 2NT*	 Dble	 3♣*
	4♦*	 Pass	 4♥	 Pass
	Pass	 4♠	 Pass	 Pass
	5♥	 All Pass

1NT	 10-13
2♦	 One major
4♦	 Hearts

South led the ♥6 and declarer was able to pick 
up the trumps for 11 tricks, +450 and 15 IMPs to 
Overdeck.

P R A G U E ,  C Z E C H I A  |  1 1  -  2 5  F E B R U A R Y ,  2 0 2 7
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Board 40. Dealer West. N/S Vul.
			   ♠	 J 7
			   ♥	 K 8 5 3
			   ♦	 J 7 6 5
			   ♣	 8 6 2
	 ♠	 A K 10 5 3			   ♠	 8 2
	 ♥	 10			   ♥	 A 7 6 2
	 ♦	 A Q 8 3			   ♦	 10 9
	 ♣	 A J 10			   ♣	 K Q 7 4 3
			   ♠	 Q 9 6 4
			   ♥	 Q J 9 4
			   ♦	 K 4 2
			   ♣	 9 5

Deep Finesse v Gillis
Open Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Gillis	 Birman	 Saelensminde	 Padon
	1♠	 Pass	 1NT*	 Pass
	2NT*	 Pass	 3♣*	 Pass
	3♦*	 Pass	 3♥*	 Pass
	4♣	 Pass	 4♥*	 Pass
	4♠*	 Pass	 4NT*	 Pass
	6♣	 All Pass

1NT	 Non forcing
2NT	 Artificial game force
4♥	 Control
4♠	 Control

South led the ♥Q and declarer won, played 
a diamond to the queen and three rounds of 
spades, ruffing when North pitched the ♥5. A 
diamond to the ace and another spade ruff was 
followed by a claim, +920.

Closed Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Korbel	 Abragi	 Lee	 Sandin
	1♠	 Pass	 1NT*	 Pass
	2♦	 Pass	 2♠	 Pass
	3♣*	 Pass	 4♣	 Pass
	4NT	 Pass	 6♣	 All Pass

1NT	 Semiforcing
3♣	 Fragment

North led the ♣2 and declarer won with the 
♣J, played three rounds of spades, ruffing, a 
diamond to the queen, cashed the ♦A, played a 
heart to the ♥A, ruffed a heart, ruffed a diamond 
and claimed, no swing.
16 pairs bid 6♣ (no one attempted 7♣ and 
nobody took all the tricks). It was always worth 
a double digit swing except in this match and 
the ones between Overdeck and Silesia Gliwice 
and Rosenthal and Ardennes.
Deep Finesse took the session 38-3 to lead 85-
41.

ALEXANDER SANDIN

DANIEL  KORBEL ANDREAS ABRAGI

ROGER LEE
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Over the years, and definitely in the current 
Championships season (Europeans, Juniors, 
World) I have been treated, as a Bulletin 
journalist, to all sorts of sets of boards. Flat, 
average, spectacular,, you name it. The set I 
had the privilege of having to report about on 
Saturday late afternoon looked to me almost 
of a class of its own. Nearly all the 14 boards 
of the set were good enough to become the 
subject of what we used to call a newspaper 
column. So this is going to be a story not so 
much concentrating on what happened in any 
one of the 28 matches still in progress in the 
Open Teams but more a general review of what 
was happening all round the playing area. 

As you may well expect after this introduction, 
the fun got underway on the opening board of 
the set. The popular contract was 3NT in E/W 
but on a club lead, this would go one down. Or 
would it?

Board 15. Dealer South. N/S Vul.
			   ♠	 9 6 3
			   ♥	 K 5 3
			   ♦	 9 8
			   ♣	 A Q J 5 4
	 ♠	 K J 5			   ♠	 A 10 7 2
	 ♥	 Q 9 6			   ♥	 A J 8 7
	 ♦	 A J 10 7 6 4		  ♦	 5 2
	 ♣	 6			   ♣	 K 9 7
			   ♠	 Q 8 4
			   ♥	 10 4 2
			   ♦	 K Q 3
			   ♣	 10 8 3 2

A few declarers were lucky enough to receive 
a spade lead from South. This not only solved  
the problem in that suit but also guaranteed the 
contract,  

At a few tables, 3NT did not become the final 
contract. Here are some examples.

Open Teams Round of 64
Segment 4

by Jos Jacobs

FRANK BAKKEREN

andrew robson

TON BAKKEREN

ALEXANDER ALLFREY
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Nickell v. G2XS
Closed Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Hampson	 Ge	 Greco	 Xie
	—	 —	 —	 Pass
	1♦	 Dble	 Pass	 1NT
	Pass	 Pass	 Dble	 All Pass

Two Clubs would have been a better spot for 
N/S but losing only 500 with no game on for the 
opponents was not a good proposition either. 
The actual contract cost 1100 and brought Nickell 
15 IMPs when 3NT failed at the other table. 

But was there really no game on for E/W? Here 
is the Periculo v. Bakkeren match.

Open Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Bertens	 P Lawrence	 Vis	 O Lawrence
	—	 —	 —	 Pass
	1♦	 Pass	 1♥	 Pass
	2♦	 Pass	 2NT	 Pass
	3♣	 Pass	 3♦	 All Pass

One overtrick, Bakkeren +130. The Dutch E/W 
came nowhere near bidding a game, let alone 
making one. 

The English style of raising partner’s suit on 
three cards only worked to perfection at the 
other table of this match.

Closed Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Robson	 T Bakkeren	 Allfrey	 F Bakkeren
	—	 —	 —	 Pass
	1♦	 Pass	 1♥	 Pass
	2♥	 Pass	 2♠	 Pass
	4♥	 All Pass

South led a club to partner’s ace and the suit 
was continued. Dummy ruffed and  the ♥Q was 
presented. North covered, declarer won and 
tried a spade to the ♠J. When this won, he could 
afford to run the ♥9 next. South scored his ♥10 
but declarer won the club return in hand with 
his king, drew trumps and had the rest. Periculo 
+450 and 8 IMPs to them.

A few boards later, we saw an expensive slam 
hand.

Board 19. Dealer South. E/W Vul.
			   ♠	 6 4
			   ♥	 7 2
			   ♦	 K J 9 8 6
			   ♣	 K J 8 5
	 ♠	 7			   ♠	 A K Q J 9 5 3
	 ♥	 K J 10 5 4			   ♥	 A 9
	 ♦	 A Q 5 4 2			   ♦	 10 7
	 ♣	 9 2			   ♣	 A 3
			   ♠	 10 8 2
			   ♥	 Q 8 6 3
			   ♦	 3
			   ♣	 Q 10 7 6 4

This board was also played 56 times, of course. 
Two E/W pairs did not even get to game, while 
eight got to game but missed the slam. Of the 
remaining 46 pairs, 18 reached the grand but 
only two of them made it. 

As you can see, a diamond lead from South 
immediately kills the entry to dummy’s 
established heart suit. Establishing the hearts 
is another story: do you take the finesse through 
South or play for the ♥Q to appear all by her 
own? Not easy…

Even if South does not lead his singleton diamond, 
7♠ is not yet home. You would still have to guess 
how to tackle the hearts or…hope for a defensive 
mistake i.e. a premature discard somewhere. 
One of the declarers to score +2210 did not get 
a diamond lead; how the other one made his 
contract on a diamond lead, we don’t know. 

This leaves about 28 pairs who were in 6♠, 
or in 6NT, for that matter, For them, after a 
diamond lead, the problem was basically the 
same: they would have to take a view in hearts. 
Three quarters of them (21) passed the test and 
scored their slam. On 14 occasions, big slam 
swings (13, 15 or even 17 IMPs) were recorded. 
With some arithmetic, you can easily (?) find out 
what the nature of the swing was in each case. 

On the next board, the Juls team’s N/S did very 
well against Bianchi.
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Board 20. Dealer West. All Vul.
			   ♠	 —
			   ♥	 K Q 10 8 3
			   ♦	 A K 6 3
			   ♣	 K J 9 4
	 ♠	 Q 10 7 5 2			   ♠	 A K 9 8 6
	 ♥	 A 6 5 4			   ♥	 J
	 ♦	 7 5			   ♦	 Q J 9 2
	 ♣	 Q 3			   ♣	 8 5 2
			   ♠	 J 4 3
			   ♥	 9 7 2
			   ♦	 10 8 4
			   ♣	 A 10 7 6

Open Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Cima	 Stefanov	 Porta	 Zahariev
	Pass	 1♣	 1♠	 Pass
	2NT*	 Dble	 3♦	 Dble
	4♠	 4NT*	 Pass	 5♣
	All Pass

With even 4♥ already going down, you have an 
alternative as N/S. At most tables, E/W landed 
in 4♠ over the opponents’4♥ and went down 
one. Seeing their opponents reach Four Spades 
inspired a few other E/W pairs to an expensive 
phantom sacrifice in hearts. Five Hearts was 
not a success; it would often cost 800 and 
sometimes 500, though one E/W pair escaped 
for down four undoubled for only (?) -400.

The Bulgarians Stefanov and Zahariev were the 
only N/S pair to find the correct solution after 
4♠. They bid 5♣ in which you would lose a heart 
and a ruff but nothing else once you locate the 
♣Q. Very well done; it brought them 9 IMPs when 
their team-mates lost 200 in 4♠.

Board 22 was an amusing intermezzo after all 
these serious things.

Board 22. Dealer East. E/W Vul.
			   ♠	 A 10 8 6 2
			   ♥	 K 6 5
			   ♦	 7 6
			   ♣	 J 5 4
	 ♠	 9 7 4 3			   ♠	 K Q 5
	 ♥	 9			   ♥	 A 4
	 ♦	 J 10 8 2			   ♦	 A 9 3
	 ♣	 10 9 7 3			   ♣	 A K Q 8 2
			   ♠	 J
			   ♥	 Q J 10 8 7 3 2
			   ♦	 K Q 5 4
			   ♣	 6

Because of the unfavourable vulnerability, few 
E/W pairs tried their luck in a club sacrifice. No 
less than 35 pairs (from our 56) ended in 4♥ 
doubled, Is this a record? 

Back to normal now.

Kacper KUFLOWSKI

OLA RIMSTEDT Aleks BUKAT

MIKAEL RIMSTEDT
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Board 23. Dealer South. All Vul.
			   ♠	 A J 10 9 7
			   ♥	 A Q 4 2
			   ♦	 6 3
			   ♣	 J 9
	 ♠	 8 5 2			   ♠	 K Q 6
	 ♥	 10 7			   ♥	 K 6 5
	 ♦	 A Q 9 8 4 2		  ♦	 K J 7 5
	 ♣	 10 5			   ♣	 A 6 3
			   ♠	 4 3
			   ♥	 J 9 8 3
			   ♦	 10
			   ♣	 K Q 8 7 4 2

This next board was a classic defensive 
problem. The final contract was 3NT at many 
tables. A few times E/W played in diamonds, 
thus either missing game or going down in 
game. My question, however, is; How can you 
ever make 3NT? 

Well, on a spade lead it is easy. Declarer thus 
gains the tempo he needs. If South leads a club, 
and why should he not, the situation changes. 
North plays the nine (or jack, if necessary) and 
declarer must duck. A heart switch then seals 
declarer’s fate: three heart tricks, a club and the 
♠A. However, at half the tables in play, 3NT was 
bid and made. Some Norths shifted to a spade 
when the ♣9 was allowed to hold, I saw: not the 
best defence.

Two boards later, we saw interesting contrasts.

Board 25. Dealer North. E/W Vul,
			   ♠	 K 6 5
			   ♥	 9
			   ♦	 A J 7 6 5 4
			   ♣	 K 9 3
	 ♠	 7 3			   ♠	 Q 10 9
	 ♥	 A 7 6 5 2			   ♥	 K 10 3
	 ♦	 K 10 3 2			   ♦	 8
	 ♣	 8 7			   ♣	 A Q J 10 5 2
			   ♠	 A J 8 4 2
			   ♥	 Q J 8 4
			   ♦	 Q 9
			   ♣	 6 4

Periculo v. Bakkeren:
Open Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Bertens	 P Lawrence	 Vis	 O Lawrence
	—	 1♦	 2♣	 Dble
	Pass	 2♦	 All Pass

One overtrick, N/S +110.

Closed Room 
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Robson	 T Bakkeren	 Allfrey	 F Bakkeren
	—	 1♦	 2♣	 Dble
	2♥	 2NT	 4♥	 Dble	
All Pass

Four undertricks, N/S +!100 and 14 IMPs to 
Bakkeren.

huub bertens
Patrick LAWRENCE

Jean-Paul VIS
Oliver LAWRENCE 



12 13

It can go wrong the other way round as well. 
Here is an example.

Closed Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Chen	 Baraket	 Cai	 Lengy
	—	 1♦	 2♣	 Dble*
	Pass	 2♦	 3♣	 Dble*
	Pass	 3NT	 Pass	 Pass
	Dble	 All Pass

That was down three, good for +800 to E/W and 
13 IMPs to China Open 1 against Patrick Saada.

Next, we have a case of the search for the best 
level to double your opponents.
In the Lebowitz v. Govit match, this level was 
apparently not yet reached,

Board 26. Dealer East. All Vul.
			   ♠	 Q
			   ♥	 A 10 8 6 2
			   ♦	 K J 10 2
			   ♣	 A K 4
	 ♠	 A 9 6 4 3			   ♠	 K 7 5
	 ♥	 K 5 4 3			   ♥	 9 7
	 ♦	 6			   ♦	 A Q 9 7 4
	 ♣	 Q 3 2			   ♣	 8 7 5
			   ♠	 J 10 8 2
			   ♥	 Q J
			   ♦	 8 5 3
			   ♣	 J 10 9 6

Open Room
West	 North	 East	 South
Madry	 D Bilde	 Kapala	 Madala
	—	 —	 Pass	 Pass
1♠	 Dble	 2♠	 Pass
Pass	 Dble	 3♦	 Pass
3♠	 All Pass

♣A and ♠Q to dummy’s king, followed by a heart 
to king and ace led to a smooth down three. Just 
+300 to Lebowitz.

At the other table, they had even greater 
ambitions.

Closed Room
West	 North	 East	 South
O Rimstedt	 Bukat	 M Rimstedt	 Kuflowski
—	 —	 Pass	 Pass
1♠	 2♥	 3♥*	 Dble
3♠	 4♦	 Pass	 4♥
All Pass

Here, too: no double, no trouble. Down two, 
another +200 and 11 IMPs from nearly nowhere 
to Lebowitz.

It struck me that both contracts were not 
doubled. Looking at the overall scoresheet, I saw 
that only at the two level, a few contracts had 
been doubled. So the lower you stay, the bigger 
the risk of a substantial penalty. Interesting…

The penultimate board was an exciting slam.

Board 27. Dealer South. None Vul.
			   ♠	 9 7 5 4 2
			   ♥	 Q 9 7
			   ♦	 K 4 3
			   ♣	 10 8
	 ♠	 A Q 8 3			   ♠	 6
	 ♥	 A 10 5 4 2			   ♥	 K J 8 3
	 ♦	 A 2			   ♦	 Q J 8 7
	 ♣	 A 7			   ♣	 K Q 9 4
			   ♠	 K J 10
			   ♥	 6
			   ♦	 10 9 6 5
			   ♣	 J 6 5 3 2

For once, there was some unanimity in the room. 
All E/W pairs except three were in slam. When 
I saw that one of these three pairs had stopped 
in 4NT, I felt a few nostalgic feelings coming up. 
No less than nine pairs went for the maximum 
and some justice was done when they all failed 
to get to 13 tricks.

In fact, making 12 tricks (in 6♥) was difficult 
enough. If North is friendly enough to read a 
pointed suit, the contract is home immediately. 
But what if he leads a club? Six declarers were 
faced with a club lead from North and only two 
of them passed this test. You have to choose 
between the diamond and the spade finesse 
after cashing two top trumps and getting the 
disappointing news. One loser disappears on 
the ♣Q but that’s not yet enough. If you happen 
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to go for the diamond finesse, you are down.

To me, the last board of the set felt like an 
apotheosis. How often do you see a real classic 
case of a possible 4NT opening bid?

Board 28. Dealer West. N/S Vul.
			   ♠	 A K Q J 9 2
			   ♥	 5 2
			   ♦	 Q 10
			   ♣	 9 7 4
	 ♠	 —			   ♠	 10 8 5 4 3
	 ♥	 J			   ♥	 A 9 8 7
	 ♦	 A K 8 7 5 2		  ♦	 6 3
	 ♣	 A Q 10 5 3 2		  ♣	 K J
			   ♠	 7 6
			   ♥	 K Q 10 6 4 3
			   ♦	 J 9 4
			   ♣	 8 6

Well, maybe, the West hand is even too strong for 
4NT. I saw a number of cases where East simply 
bid 5♣ over partner’s 4NT, upon which west could 
not go on. Some Wests opened 1♦ and rebid 6♣, 
as good a shot as anything. North players with 

less interest at vulnerability might venture any 
number of spades, only to find out that 5♠ is down 
1100 or even 1400 – a (very) bad score against the 
missed grand. In fact, no pair reached 7♣ which 
would need the diamonds 3-2 on a trump lead. 
and about 20 pairs were not in slam. I even saw 
one circumspect partscore contract…

In the Lebowitz v. Govit match, the following 
auction came up.

Closed Room
West	 North	 East	 South
O Rimstedt	 Bukat	 M Rimstedt	 Kuflowski
1♦	 3♠	 Pass	 Pass
5♣	 Pass	 6♦	 All Pass

In their match it was a near push when they 
were in 6♣ at the other table. I was thinking, 
however, what 5♥ by East over 5♣ would have 
meant, even on the last board of the day. It can 
hardly be natural so it might well be a cuebid on 
the way to a possible grand in clubs. Maybe, a 
nice thought to finish this report with?


