
WELCOME!



WELCOME MESSAGE – WBF

Dear Players, Delegates, Officials, and 
Friends, 

On behalf of the World Bridge Federation, it 
is my great pleasure to welcome you all to the 
19th World Youth Teams Championships here in 
the beautiful town of Salsomaggiore Terme. 

This Championship is much more than a 
competition—it is a celebration of talent, 
friendship, and the global bridge community. 

Seeing so many young people from around 
the world come together, united by their 
passion for this wonderful game, fills us with 
hope and pride for the future of bridge. 

Salsomaggiore has long been a cherished 
home for international bridge events, and we are deeply grateful to all those whose 
dedication has made this event possible. 

To all participants: play your best, respect your opponents, and enjoy every 
moment—both at the table and beyond. You are the heart of this Championships, 
the future of our World. 

May your enthusiasm and sportsmanship inspire us all. 
Wishing you a successful and unforgettable experience. 

Yours sincerely,

Franck Riehm 
WBF President



WELCOME MESSAGE – WBF WELCOME MESSAGE – IOC

Dear Participants, 

I am delighted to welcome you to the 
World Teams Bridge Championships 
2025. 

The World Bridge Federation is a valued 
partner of the IOC and we are proud 
to recognise your promotion of the 
Olympic Values: Excellence, Respect and 
Friendship. As a mind sport, Bridge fosters 
strategy, discipline and international 
cooperation, and also has a role to 
play in education, inclusion and global 
understanding. We look forward to seeing 
the players come together from across the 
globe and epitomise these attributes. 

The IOC is inspired by your commitment 
to fostering cooperation and your 
dedication to reaching younger 
generations. The 19th World Youth Bridge 

Championships in Salsomaggiore Terme, Italy this July offers an opportunity for 
young players to engage in international competition whilst supporting their 
intellectual growth and development through sport and fair play. 

Furthermore, congratulations to the World Bridge Federation as you celebrate 
the 75th anniversary of The Bermuda Bowl at the 47th World Bridge 
Championships in Heming, Denmark in August. This is a prestigious event that 
honours the sport’s long-standing tradition and global reach. 

I would like to express our appreciation to the international bridge 
community’s dedication to promoting lifelong learning and cross-cultural 
engagement as well as to acknowledge the shared values of excellence and 
unity that Bridge and the Olympic Movement embody. 

I wish you every success at the World Teams Bridge Championships.

Irina Gladkikh 
Associate Director, IOC Winter & Recognised Sports and IF Relations



WELCOME MESSAGE – ARISF

Dear Bridge Friends,
On behalf of the Association of IOC 
Recognised International Sports 
Federations (ARISF), it is with great 
honour that I extend the High Patronage 
of ARISF to the World Bridge Federation 
(WBF) for its two major international 
events in 2025. This distinction reflects 
WBF’s commitment to the development of 
sport and its dedication to the values we 
collectively uphold.

ARISF unites the 40 International 
Federations recognised by the 
International Olympic Committee (IOC), 
and together, through our members, we 
represent hundreds of millions of athletes 
and supporters across the globe. Guided 

by the Olympic values, ARISF works to promote integrity, innovation, and 
inclusion throughout the international sporting community.

We are proud to count the WBF among our valued Members, as Bridge truly 
reflects the Olympic values of excellence, friendship, and respect. Bridge 
is a mind sport that cultivates strategic thinking, patience, and effective 
communication. Its universal appeal across generations and cultures brings 
players together, reflecting the values ARISF upholds and the spirit of the 
Olympic Movement.

Guided by these shared values, it is with great pleasure that we extend our 
High Patronage to both the 19th World Youth Bridge Championships and the 
47th World Bridge Team Championships.

The 19th World Youth Bridge Championships, taking place from 11 to 17 July 
in Salsomaggiore Terme, Italy, reflects the WBF’s vigorous commitment to 
youth development and education. Encouraging young people to engage in 
international competition fosters not only cognitive growth but also a sense of 



WELCOME MESSAGE – ARISF

global citizenship, values profoundly aligned with the Olympic philosophy and 
the role of sport in building a better world.

As the 47th World Bridge Team Championships take place from 19 to 31 
August in Herning, Denmark, we warmly congratulate the WBF on celebrating 
the 75th anniversary of the Bermuda Bowl, the oldest of the four major events. 

Alongside it, the Venice Cup, the d’Orsi Senior Trophy, and the Wuhan Cup, 
these prestigious events showcase the WBF’s devotion to diversity, inclusion, 
and sporting excellence.

It is with great pride that ARISF stands alongside the World Bridge Federation 
in celebrating these two championships, as both organisations are united by a 
steadfast commitment to excellence, inclusion, and the promotion of friendship 
across cultures and generations. Together, we champion the power of sport, 
not only as competition but as a universal language that brings people closer. 

We look forward to continuing our shared journey in advancing these values 
within the international sporting community and beyond.

Please accept my sincere congratulations and best wishes for the success 
of these two outstanding championships and for the continued growth and 
inspiration Bridge brings to communities worldwide.

Yours sincerely,

Dr. Raffaele Chiulli
ARISF President

WELCOME MESSAGE – ARISF



WELCOME MESSAGE – SALSOMAGGIORE TERME

It is with great honor and heartfelt 
emotion that the City of Salsomaggiore 
Terme welcomes athletes, coaches, 
families, and delegations from all 
over the world on the occasion of two 
prestigious sporting events: the World 
Youth Teams Championships and the 
European Youth Pairs Championships.

For our community, it is a privilege to 
host an event of such magnitude, which 
highlights the values of dedication, fair 
play, and healthy competition among 
young people who represent the future 
of international sport. Salsomaggiore 
Terme, with its long-standing tradition 
of hospitality and the beauty of its 
surroundings, is ready to accompany you 

in this experience with enthusiasm and warmth.

I hope that during your stay, you will not only experience unforgettable 
moments at the playing tables but also discover the charm of our city, the 
quality of its tourist offerings, the well-being provided by its thermal baths, and 
the warmth of its people.

On behalf of the City Administration and all our citizens, I extend to you the 
warmest welcome and my best wishes for days filled with sport, friendship, and 
shared experiences.

Luca Musile Tanzi
Mayor of Salsomaggiore



WELCOME MESSAGE – SALSOMAGGIORE TERME WELCOME MESSAGE – SALSOMAGGIORE TERME

Welcome to Salsomaggiore to all the young participants in the World and 
European Bridge Championships. A warm welcome back to the Presidents 
of the World Bridge Federation and European Bridge League, and to all the 
organizing friends who, for years, have chosen Salsomaggiore as the venue for 
the Championships.

Salsomaggiore is indeed a “proven” destination, as it regularly hosts the Italian 
Championships.

Welcome to everyone!

Antonella Passera
Welcome Salso-Tabiano President

HELP!
We would very much like to make these bulletins the best that they can be, 
but there are only two of us and, sadly, we are not even in Salsomaggiore. 
Inevitably, we will be watching the wrong table when you or your partner 
produces a brilliancy, so we need you to tell us about it.

If you think that something that happens at your table is newsworthy, please 
let us know. The easiest way is by email to:

bsenior@hotmail.com

We don’t need the hand diagram, or even the auction, as those are both 
recorded, but we do need explanations for any bids we are unlikely to be able 
to work out for ourselves. Otherwise, the round and board number, plus details 
of the play, please.

Of course, you are more than welcome to completely write up the deal yourself 
if you prefer, in which case the article will appear under your byline.



MAIN AWARDS WBF TEAM

The Jaime Ortiz-Patiño Trophy
U26 Teams

The José Damiani Trophy
U21 Teams

The Gianarrigo Rona Trophy
U26 Women Teams

The Koç University Trophy
U16 Teams

Robert A. Howes Trophy
U31 Teams

THE JOAN GERARD YOUTH AWARDS
The Joan Gerard Youth Awards aims at rewarding 
aptitude, fair play, good sportsmanship and a friendly 
international spirit, rejecting any discrimination.
 
Each of the attending  players, NPCs, coaches, WBF 
championship officials and members of the staff can 
nominate one player from each category to receive 
the Joan Gerard Youth Award.  No one can nominate 
players from his own country.
 
The final selection will be made by a Commission 
composed of the members of the Championship 
Committee and chaired by the Master of Protocol & 
Ceremony. 

The result will be announced and the Joan Gerard 
Youth Awards presented at the 
Prize-giving Ceremony.

The Joan Gerard Youth Awards
The Joan Gerard Youth Awards will aim at rewarding aptitude, fair play, 
good sportsmanship and a friendly international spirit, rejecting any 
discrimination.

Each of the attending  players, NPCs, coaches, WBF championship 
officials and members of the staff can nominate one player from 
each category to receive the Joan Gerard Youth Award.  No one can 
nominate players from his own country.

The final selection will be made by a Commission composed of the 
members of the Championship Committee and chaired by the Master of 
Protocol & Ceremony. 

The result will be announced and the Joan Gerard Youth Awards 
presented at the Prize-giving Ceremony.

Your Nominations:

UNDER 26

UNDER 21

WOMEN UNDER 26

UNDER 16

UNDER 31



MAIN AWARDS WBF TEAM

The Jaime Ortiz-Patiño Trophy
U26 Teams

The José Damiani Trophy
U21 Teams

The Gianarrigo Rona Trophy
U26 Women Teams

The Koç University Trophy
U16 Teams

Robert A. Howes Trophy
U31 Teams

THE JOAN GERARD YOUTH AWARDS

Championship Committee
Eric Laurant 

Marc De Pauw 

Maurizio Di Sacco 

Gilad Ofir 

Arianna Testa 

Chairman

WBF Treasurer 

Operations Director 

Youth Committee 

WBF Secretary

Tournament Directors
Marc van Beijsterveldt Head TD

Rahmi Iyilikci Chief TD

Jeanne van de Meiracker Chief TD

Dirk Logghe TD

Adam Magyar TD

Ian Mitchell TD

Registration & Hospitality & Protocol
Arianna Testa Chief 

Vicky Chediak

Pawel Hulanicki

Reviewer & Sistems
Maurizio Di Sacco Chief

Main Office
Gianluca Barrese Manager

Simone Allegri Caddie

Luca Allegri Caddie

Giorgia Fantoni Caddie

Mattia Fiorani Caddie

Virginia Franceschini Caddie

Matthias Galli Caddie

Alessandro Lucca Caddie

Federico Maria Vecchio Caddie

Daily Bulletin
Brian Senior 

Jos Jacobs 

Francesca Canali 

Editor

Co-Editor 

Lay-out Editor

Duplication
Monica Gorreri Duplication Chief

Filippo Fantoni Duplicator

Letizia Fantoni Duplicator

Beatrice Quattromini Duplicator

Paolo Vecchio Duplicator

Technology
Chicco Battistone Light Manager 

Peter Eidt Scoring

Manolo Eminenti IT

Fotis Skoularikis TMS + Scoring

LoveBridge
Daniel Bako

Vicky Chediak

Broadcasting
Traian Chira Manager

Kajetan Goscianski Operator

Pawel Hulanicki Operator

Jurica Maricic Assistant

Adam Rogowski Operator

Pawel Szymaszczyk Operator



LIST OF PARTICIPATING NBOs

ARGENTINA

INDIA

CANADA

ESTONIA

BRAZIL

DENMARK

CHINA

GERMANY

HUNGARY

AUSTRALIA

CHINESE TAIPEI

CHILE

FRANCE

HONG KONG, CHINA

BULGARIA

ENGLAND

GREECE

Under 26 Under 26 WomenUnder 21 Under 16 Under 31Countries

Series
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LIST OF PARTICIPATING NBOs LIST OF PARTICIPATING NBOs

INDONESIA

LATVIA

SINGAPORE

ITALY

SCOTLAND

NORWAY

THAILAND

USA2

ISRAEL

POLAND

NETHERLANDS

SWEDEN

USA1

JAPAN

SERBIA

URUGUAY

Under 26 Under 26 WomenUnder 21 Under 16 Under 31Countries

Series



 

  

  

DRAW

1 ARGENTINA
2 BRASIL
3 ITALY
4 USA2
5 DENMARK
6 ISRAEL
7 THAILAND
8 ENGLAND
9 NETHERLANDS
10 AUSTRALIA
11 CANADA
12 HONG KONG, CHINA
13 GREECE
14 SWEDEN
15 INDIA
16 FRANCE 
17 USA1
18 POLAND
19 CHINA
20 JAPAN

1 USA2
2 DENMARK
3 FRANCE
4 LATVIA
5 NETHERLANDS
6 GERMANY
7 POLAND
8 CANADA
9 NORWAY
10 ENGLAND
11 THAILAND
12 HONG KONG, CHINA
13 INDIA
14 CHINESE TAIPEI
15 USA1
16 CHINA
17 ISRAEL
18 GREECE

1 BULGARIA
2 ENGLAND
3 SCOTLAND
4 ESTONIA
5 CHINA
6 GERMANY
7 POLAND
8 CHILE
9 NETHERLANDS
10 ITALY
11 INDIA
12 LATVIA
13 ARGENTINA
14 SINGAPORE
15 SERBIA
16 INDONESIA
17 USA2
18 CHINESE TAIPEI
19 USA1
20 FRANCE

1 NORWAY
2 USA1
3 GERMANY
4 ISRAEL
5 FRANCE
6 NETHERLANDS
7 USA2
8 ITALY
9 JAPAN
10 SINGAPORE
11 CHINA
12 ENGLAND
13 HONG KONG, CHINA
14 POLAND
15 HUNGARY
16 DENMARK

1 JAPAN
2 HUNGARY
3 CHINA
4 CHINESE TAIPEI
5 URUGUAY
6 AUSTRALIA
7 THAILAND
8 Norway
9 USA1
10 ISRAEL
11 NETHERLANDS
12 USA2
13 SWEDEN
14 ESTONIA
15 ENGLAND
16 POLAND
17 DENMARK
18 INDIA
19 HONG KONG, CHINA
20 FRANCE

UNDER 26

UNDER 16 UNDER 31

UNDER 26 WOMEN UNDER 21

SCHEDULE



DRAW SCHEDULE

SUNDAY, 13 JULY

MONDAY, 14 JULY

TUESDAY, 15 JULY

WEDNESDAY, 16 JULY

THURSDAY, 17 JULY

10.00 - 11.05 R1 8 boards
11.20 - 12.25 R2 8 boards
13.40 - 14.45 R3 8 boards
15.00 - 16.05 R4 8 boards
16.20 - 17.25 R5 8 boards
17.40 - 18.45 R6 8 boards

10.00 - 11.05 R7 8 boards
11.20 - 12.25 R8 8 boards
13.40 - 14.45 R9 8 boards
15.00 - 16.05 R10 8 boards
16.20 - 17.25 R11 8 boards
17.40 - 18.45 R12 8 boards
19.00 - 20.05 R13 8 boards

10.00 - 11.05 R1 8 boards
11.20 - 12.25 R2 8 boards
13.40 - 14.45 R3 8 boards
15.00 - 16.05 R4 8 boards
16.20 - 17.25 R5 8 boards
17.40 - 18.45 R6 8 boards

10.00 - 11.05 R7 8 boards
11.20 - 12.25 R8 8 boards
13.40 - 14.45 R9 8 boards
15.00 - 16.05 R10 8 boards
16.20 - 17.25 R11 8 boards
17.40 - 18.45 R12 8 boards
19.00 - 20.05 R13 8 boards

10.00 - 11.05 R1 8 boards
11.20 - 12.25 R2 8 boards
13.40 - 14.45 R3 8 boards
15.00 - 16.05 R4 8 boards
16.20 - 17.25 R5 8 boards
17.40 - 18.45 R6 8 boards

10.00 - 11.05 R7 8 boards
11.20 - 12.25 R8 8 boards
13.40 - 14.45 R9 8 boards
15.00 - 16.05 R10 8 boards
16.20 - 17.25 R11 8 boards
17.40 - 18.45 R12 8 boards

10.00 - 11.05 R1 8 boards
11.20 - 12.25 R2 8 boards
13.40 - 14.45 R3 8 boards
15.00 - 16.05 R4 8 boards
16.20 - 17.25 R5 8 boards
17.40 - 18.45 R6 8 boards

10.00 - 11.05 R7 8 boards
11.20 - 12.25 R8 8 boards
13.40 - 14.45 R9 8 boards
15.00 - 16.05 R10 8 boards
16.20 - 17.25 R11 8 boards
17.40 - 18.45 R12 8 boards
19.00 - 20.05 R13 8 boards

UNDER 26

UNDER 26

UNDER 26

BAM

BAM

BAM

UNDER 26

UNDER 26

UNDER 26

UNDER 26 WOMEN

UNDER 26 WOMEN

UNDER 26 WOMEN

UNDER 26 WOMEN

UNDER 26 WOMEN

UNDER 26 WOMEN

UNDER 21

UNDER 21

UNDER 21

UNDER 21

UNDER 21

UNDER 21

UNDER 16

UNDER 16

UNDER 16

UNDER 16

UNDER 16

UNDER 16

UNDER 31

UNDER 31

UNDER 31

UNDER 31

UNDER 31

UNDER 31
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10.00 - 11.05 R1 8 boards
11.20 - 12.25 R2 8 boards
13.40 - 14.45 R3 8 boards
15.00 - 16.05 R4 8 boards
16.20 - 17.25 R5 8 boards

10.00 - 11.05 R6 8 boards
11.20 - 12.25 R7 8 boards
13.40 - 14.45 R8 8 boards
15.00 - 16.05 R9 8 boards
16.20 - 17.25 R10 8 boards

10.00 - 11.05 R14 8 boards
11.20 - 12.25 R15 8 boards
13.40 - 14.45 R16 8 boards
15.00 - 16.05 R17 8 boards
16.20 - 17.25 R18 8 boards
17.40 - 18.45 R19 8 boards

QUARTERFINALS
10.00 - 12.00 14 boards
13.15 - 15.15 14 boards
15.35 - 17.35 14 boards
17.55 - 19.55 14 boards

SEMIFINALS
10.00 - 12.00 14 boards
13.15 - 15.15 14 boards
15.35 - 17.35 14 boards
17.55 - 19.55 14 boards

FINAL & PLAY-OFF
10.00 - 12.00 14 boards
13.15 - 15.15 14 boards
15.35 - 17.35 14 boards
17.55 - 19.55 14 boards

10.00 - 11.05 R13 8 boards
11.20 - 12.25 R14 8 boards
13.40 - 14.45 R15 8 boards
15.00 - 16.05 R16 8 boards
16.20 - 17.25 R17 8 boards

QUARTERFINALS
10.00 - 11.50 12 boards
13.15 - 15.05 12 boards
15.35 - 17.25 12 boards

SEMIFINALS
10.00 - 11.50 12 boards
13.15 - 15.05 12 boards
15.35 - 17.25 12 boards

FINAL & PLAY-OFF
10.00 - 11.50 12 boards
13.15 - 15.05 12 boards
15.35 - 17.25 12 boards

10.00 - 11.05 R14 8 boards
11.20 - 12.25 R15 8 boards
13.40 - 14.45 R16 8 boards
15.00 - 16.05 R17 8 boards
16.20 - 17.25 R18 8 boards
17.40 - 18.45 R19 8 boards

QUARTERFINALS
10.00 - 12.00 14 boards
13.15 - 15.15 14 boards
15.35 - 17.35 14 boards
17.55 - 19.55 14 boards

SEMIFINALS
10.00 - 12.00 14 boards
13.15 - 15.15 14 boards
15.35 - 17.35 14 boards
17.55 - 19.55 14 boards

FINAL & PLAY-OFF
10.00 - 12.00 14 boards
13.15 - 15.15 14 boards
15.35 - 17.35 14 boards
17.55 - 19.55 14 boards

10.00 - 11.05 R11 8 boards
11.20 - 12.25 R12 8 boards
13.40 - 14.45 R13 8 boards
15.00 - 16.05 R14 8 boards
16.20 - 17.25 R15 8 boards

QUARTERFINALS
10.00 - 12.00 14 boards
13.15 - 15.15 14 boards
15.35 - 17.35 14 boards
17.55 - 19.55 14 boards

SEMIFINALS
10.00 - 12.00 14 boards
13.15 - 15.15 14 boards
15.35 - 17.35 14 boards
17.55 - 19.55 14 boards

FINAL & PLAY-OFF
10.00 - 12.00 14 boards
13.15 - 15.15 14 boards
15.35 - 17.35 14 boards
17.55 - 19.55 14 boards

10.00 - 11.05 R14 8 boards
11.20 - 12.25 R15 8 boards
13.40 - 14.45 R16 8 boards
15.00 - 16.05 R17 8 boards
16.20 - 17.25 R18 8 boards
17.40 - 18.45 R19 8 boards

QUARTERFINALS
10.00 - 12.00 14 boards
13.15 - 15.15 14 boards
15.35 - 17.35 14 boards
17.55 - 19.55 14 boards

QUALIFICATION
10.00 - 12.35 14 boards
13.50 - 16.40 14 boards
16.55 - 19.20 14 boards

SEMIFINALS A&B*
10.00 - 12.35 14 boards
13.50 - 16.40 14 boards
16.55 - 19.20 14 boards

FINALS A&B*
10.00 - 12.35 14 boards
13.50 - 16.40 14 boards
16.55 - 19.20 14 boards

SEMIFINALS
10.00 - 12.00 14 boards
13.15 - 15.15 14 boards
15.35 - 17.35 14 boards
17.55 - 19.55 14 board

FINAL & PLAY-OFF
10.00 - 12.00 14 boards
13.15 - 15.15 14 boards
15.35 - 17.35 14 boards
17.55 - 19.55 14 board

SATURDAY, 12 JULY

* SF and Finals of the BAM are played as mirror endless howell barometer movements, therefore the time schedule might well be slightly different depending on numbers
** Final B of the BAM will be played over two sessions only

* SF and Finals of the BAM are played as mirror endless howell barometer movements, therefore the time schedule might well be slightly different depending on numbers
** Final B of the BAM will be played over two sessions only



CONTACTS ON SITE

MASTERPOINTS

CHAMPIONSHIP CHAIRMAN ERIC LAURANT

OPERATION DIRECTOR MAURIZIO DI SACCO

HEAD TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR MARC VAN BEIJSTERVELDT 

SCORING FOTIS SKOULARIKIS 

DAILY BULLETIN BRIAN SENIOR  

REVIEWER MAURIZIO DI SACCO

WBF SECRETARIAT ARIANNA TESTA
REGISTRATION

NOTES FOR PLAYERS



CONTACTS ON SITE

MASTERPOINTS

These notes are for the convenience of players and captains. They do not substitute for the obligation to know and follow the Conditions, Regulations and 
Policies of the WBF covering this event.

GENERAL
• Smoking is prohibited anywhere in the venue building, including in the toilets, and in the outside smokers must stay at least five meters away 

from the entrances. Leaving the table during play in order to smoke is strictly forbidden and leads to severe, automatic VP penalties, and you risk 
expulsion (warning first, then yellow card, then red card). Smoking inside the building causes an immediate yellow card and a red comes at second 
offence. The use of electronic devices to smoke is subjected to the same penalties and disciplinary measures.

• The same measures as for smoking are applied to the consume of alcoholic beverages of any kind.
• Coming to the playing area under the effect of alcohol and/or drugs leads to immediate expulsion.
• Mobile phones and electronic devices capable of communication must be switched off in the playing area and must be placed in the tables’ fishnet 

pouches i.e. they may not be brought to the toilets and never switched on during play sessions. Random checks will be made.
• All participants at the Championship venue must visibly wear their official identification badge. 
• Players are requested to be seated 5 minutes before the scheduled start of play. Any team or pair that is not seated and ready to play at the start of a 

period of play will be subject to VP penalties. 0 tolerance policy applies.
• At the table, whether play is actually taking place at the moment or not, players (and NPCs) may converse only in English unless both pairs (and/or 

captains) agree to use some other common language at their own risk. TD adjudication will be in English only.
• During the period of play players should avoid discussions or arguments with partner or opponents. In case of a dispute a player’s proper recourse is 

to a TD (or to the Captain of the team).

BIDDING TABLETS WILL BE IN USE: PLEASE TAKE NOTE OF THE FOLLOWING: 
• Calls will be made by selecting the appropriate keys on the tablet.
• Requests for explanations of calls and play, and the responses thereto, shall be made either through tablets or in writing.
• TDs should be summoned using the appropriate button ONLY, and not raising hands or calling by voice.
• Please make reference to the dedicated section of the Conditions of Contest for further details.
• Please take note that written defences against multi 2{(2}) are NOT allowed anymore.

DURING AND AFTER PLAY
• The opening lead must be made before the screen aperture is opened and only Declarer or Dummy may open the aperture or call for it to be 

opened. 
• Each card should be played towards partner in a consistent manner and placed on the table in the same position each time. Once played, the player 

should not vary the orientation of the card.
• Quitted tricks should be placed consistently in a neat row in front of the player, evenly overlapping and at an equal distance from the previous card. 
• If a player finds an opponent not following any of these rules, even after a warning, the proper recourse is to call a TD.  
• If a pair should claim that the responsibility for the slow play is with their opponents, they will do so by calling a TD. TDs are authorized to remove 

boards when play has not finished in the allotted time or when slow play may lead to play not being finished in time.  Law 86B may apply to 
cancelled boards.

• If a player on the side of the screen receiving the tray considers there has been a break in tempo and consequently there may be unauthorised 
information he should call a TD. He may do so at any time before the opening lead is made. 

• Declarer enters the score on the tablet and both defenders confirm the score. After confirming the score
◊	 on the last board played players should leave the playing room as quickly and quietly as possible. 
◊	 Players are strictly forbidden to watch play at any table.

• The time for a request for a TD ruling ends 30 minutes after the end of the match.
• As for asking for a review, or a score change, please make reference to the appropriate section of the Supplemental Conditions of Contest.

NOTES FOR PLAYERS



U26 TEAMS
ARGENTINA
Diana MOLINA
Sebastian SCHUSCHNY
Andres THOMAS
Camila YANEZ
Carlos PELLEGRINI (captain)
Antonio Cosme AVERSANO (coach)

AUSTRALIA
George BARTLEY
Kate MACDONALD
Gilbert MORGAN
Zachary ROSS
Matthew SIEREDZINSKI
Heath WATKINS
Michael DOECKE (captain)

BRAZIL
Guilherme BIONDILLO RODRIGUES
Luiz Fernando CEGLIA
Maria L. DE ALMEIDA VASCONCELOS
Manuela FREI MALTA CASTRO
Henrique MARTINS FORTES
Henrique Barbosa SALOMAO
Aline BIONDILLO (captain)
Joao-Paulo CAMPOS (coach)

CANADA
Quan CHEN
Ziyu CHENG
Connor HAVENS
Cindy HE
Olivia LAUFER
Martin ZHAO
Terry C. DU (captain)

CHINA
Jingfan CHEN
Baozhuo JIANG
Ziyu LI
Yuanzhe NIU
Zhongtian WANG
Yuqi WEN
Jianze LI (captain)
Jing LIU (coach)

DENMARK
Daniel BRANDGAARD
Viktor KOLDING
Christian LAHRMANN
Andreas ROLF-LARSEN
Daniel TYLVAD
Mikkel Moeller LARSEN (captain)

ENGLAND
Samuel ANOYRKATIS
Andrew COPE
Liam FEGARTY
Liam SANDERSON
Oscar SELBY
Daniel WINTER
Michael BYRNE (captain)
Stephen KENNEDY (coach)

FRANCE
Maxence FRAGOLA
Theo GUILLEMIN
Romaric GUTH
Margaux KUREK BEAULIEU
Leo ROMBAUT
Nao TABATA
Lionel SEBBANE (captain)

GREECE
Dimitrios KAPIRIS
Iasonas-iraklis PAPASPYROU
Evangelia PETRAKI
Ioanna-Aikaterini POLLATOU
Panagiotis SKORDAS
Michail SOUMPLIS
Marilena BOMPOLAKI (captain)

HONG KONG, CHINA
Eric NG
Yin Ki POON
Alex SETO
Leo TO
Jacky YAN
Yu YUN
Chiu Fai WAI (captain) (coach)

INDIA
Saswata BALLAV
Dattatreya BANERJEE
Tilakraj CHOWDHURY
Rashi JAHAGIRDAR
Vidhya PATEL
Taral Emmanuel Lazarus RODRIGUES
Girish BIJOOR (captain) (coach)

ISRAEL
Ilai Ilan BANIRI
Nir KHUTORSKY
Tomer LOONSTEIN
Ofek SABBAH
Yonatan SLIWOWICZ
Aviv ZEITAK
Yotam BAR-YOSEF (captain)
Eldad GINOSSAR (coach)

ITALY
Cristina BRUSOTTI
Alessandro CARLETTI
Luca DRAGHI
Vincenzo Beniamino FRESA
Matteo LOMBARDI
Federico PORTA
Dario ATTANASIO (captain)
Valerio GIUBILO (coach)

JAPAN
Terushi INAMI
Koki NOGUCHI
Yihan SONG
Ken TAKIZAWA
Kotaro YAGISHITA
Takayuki HINO (captain)

NETHERLANDS
Xavier FRIESEN
Ronald GOOR
Sander GOOR
Oscar NIJSSEN
Tim VAN DE PAVERD
Tobias WESTERVELD
Ruben BUIJS (captain)
Berend VAN DEN BOS (coach)

POLAND
Wojciech BAK
Jakub BAZYLUK
Krzysztof CICHY
Maciej KEDZIERSKI
Kacper KOPKA
Roman MADEJ
Marek MARKOWSKI (captain)

SWEDEN
Andreas ABRAGI
Sanna CLEMENTSSON
Erik HANSSON
Ivar LICHTENSTEIN
Castor MANN
Alexander SANDIN
Erik FRYKLUND (captain)
Mikael RIMSTEDT (coach)

THAILAND
Sarun KOCHAROEN
Pimwaree KONGNGERN
Dachapol NILCHAY
Palagorn PHANSAMDAENG
Parit PROMJAN
Supachok SONYINDEE
Pobsit KAMOLVEJ (captain)
Chatchai SERMPONGPAN (coach)

USA1
Michael HU
Finn KOLESNIK
Harrison Anders LUBA
Ethan WOOD
Michael XU
Bo Han ZHU
Joe GRUE (captain)

USA2
Cornelius DUFFIE
Jacob FREEMAN
Richard JENG
Olivia SCHIRESON
Brent XIAO
Rory XIAO
Christian JOLLY (captain)



U21 OPEN TEAMS
AUSTRALIA
Taydon GOLD
Aadhithya HARIHARAN
Tom LANGDON MACMILLAN
Adrian LE
Jade WILKINSON
Alexis WILSMORE
Peter HOLLANDS (captain)

CHINA
Yuxuan LIU
Jiayi MA
Junwen YAN
Xiyu YAN
Xuyang ZHANG
Tinghao ZHENG
Ligang ZHANG (captain)
Xiangdong BAO (coach)

CHINESE TAIPEI
Chiao-En CHEN
I-Hsin CHEN
Tzu An CHEN
Xuan-da LIN
Jing Siang SHEN
Hsien-Hsu TSAI
Hsiaochi CHOU (captain)

DENMARK
Nikolaj HAMMELEV
Phillip HAMMELEV
Mathias Moeller LARSEN
Aron TYLVAD
Frederik ZEEBERG
Jan JORGENSEN (captain)

ENGLAND
Charlotte BEDFORD
Thibault CROSNIER
Jamie FEGARTY
Thomas GARDNER
Lucy NORMAN
David SARGENT
Charlie BUCKNELL (captain)
Stephen KENNEDY (coach)

ESTONIA
Kaspar ALLAS
Stella Brita ALLAS
Jurgen GUSSON
Eleliis ORMA
Albert PEDMANSON
Jasper VAHK
Meelis KULDKEPP (captain)
Tonno VAHK (coach)

FRANCE
Costa Theodore BEN GUIGUI
Clement BENS
Eulalie BONIN
Maximilien CHANAL
Clement FRAGOLA JARJAILLE
Maxence ROCHES
Christophe OURSEL (captain)
David HARARI (coach)

HONG KONG, CHINA
Shing Him CHAN
Spencer CHAN
Jeffrey CHIANG
Cheuk Lun Aron HUI
Chun Hoi Matthew LEUNG 
Arian SHEK
Sam TSENG (captain)
Kwok Hung KONG (coach)

HUNGARY
Daniel BIBORKA
Mirko JUHASZ-MOLNAR 
Georgina SZABO
Denes TOKES
Benjamin ZABRADI
Zsofia ZABRADI
Mate MRAZ (captain) 
Orsolya RETTEGHY (coach)

INDIA
Kunj CHHEDA
Tirtharaj CHOWDHURY
Gia GUPTA
Aryan MEHTA
Vineet NANDU
Madhav PRAKASH
Ravi RAMAN (captain) (coach)

ISRAEL
Ido MOSKOVITZ
Adel PETELKO
Lia PETELKO
Koren RETTER
Yoav SHOR
Sophie ZAIDENBERG GATT 
Yotam BAR-YOSEF (captain) 
Eldad GINOSSAR (coach)

JAPAN
Haruki ASANO
Yuta MASHINO
Narumi MATSUDA
Hiroki TSUCHIYA
Yuqi XIAO
Takayuki HINO (captain)

NETHERLANDS
Miel BROCKEN
Rex BROCKEN
Manuel DE HAAN
Luca HAKVOORT
Pelle TER MAAT
Richard VAN ZANDBEEK
Rik VERBEEK (captain)
Thibo SPRINKHUIZEN (coach)

NORWAY
Kristian Dalemark AUSTAD 
Johan BJOERKAN
Anders BROGELAND
Nicolai HEIBERG-EVENSTAD 
Jorgen Lindaas NORDBY 
Einar OSEN
Odd A. FRYDENBERG (captain)

POLAND
Aleks BUKAT
Jan KOT
Kacper KUFLOWSKI
Franciszek KURLIT
Wojciech OKRZESIK
Wojciech WNUK
Michal WROBEL (captain)

SWEDEN
Filip ASPLUND SIVELIND
Markus BERTHEAU
Mayalo BJOERK HEED
Hakim LARHNIMI
Andrea NILSSON
Erik FRYKLUND (captain)
Mikael RIMSTEDT (coach)

THAILAND
Phonlakrit JINDAKUL
Yutthadet KAMPORN
Rukson KONGSATTRA
Kidtapat KONSEN
Siraphob SAENGTUEN
Chinnathee SAISITH
Pobsit KAMOLVEJ (captain)
Nattapong PIMPISAN (coach)

URUGUAY
Bautista ALBERTI CARCABELOS
Bernardino OCHOA
Theo Maria PEJACSEVICH
Dante Vicente SALAVERRI BOTTARO
Bernardino OCHOA (captain)
Agustin TEIXEIRA (coach)

USA1
Daniel BALOF
Jack BOGE
Ethan DERMAN
Michael HAAS
Samuel PAHK
Avery SILVERSTEIN
Aaron SILVERSTEIN (captain)

USA2
Charlie CHEN
Brandon GE
Kayden GE
Arthur GONG
Eric XIAO
Brian ZHANG
Brian PLATNICK (captain)
Xin GE (coach)



U26 WOMEN TEAMS
CHINA
Yunpeng CHEN
Sifan JIANG
Yixuan JIANG
Chujia PAN
Xinyao RUAN
Lingyun TENG
Yi Xing LV (captain) 
Zhenhuan GU (coach)

DENMARK
Amalie Rosa BUNE
Leah Thrane JACOBSEN 
Clara Brun PEDERSEN
Alma Ertbjerg RASMUSSEN 
Ella ROSTHOEJ
Julie Marina SIGSGAARD 
Camilla Bo KREFELD (captain) 
Johan HAMMELEV (coach)

ENGLAND
Dido COLEY
Harriet CORK
Lily KEARNEY
Antonia ZEMAN
Claire ROBINSON (captain) 
Stephen KENNEDY (coach)

FRANCE
Ninon BENS
Clara BOUTON
Maeva BULTEL
Saveria GARCIA
Zoey MAUBERQUEZ
Elise NUGUES
Wilfried LIBBRECHT (captain)

GERMANY
Ezgi Ece AGA
Charlotte BAUMGART
Lara BEDNARSKI
Ceren DALDAL
Fiona OELKER
Kathrin SCHWALBACH 
Marie BOECKER (captain) 
Jan-Hendrik DE WILJES (coach)

HONG KONG, CHINA
Yu Kai CHUNG
Lingwen FAN
Yuet Sum TSE
Wai Ying YEUNG
Chiu Fai WAI (captain)
Pik-Kin Tony LAU (coach)

HUNGARY
Fruzsina HEGYI
Dora KONTRA
Hanna MRAZ
Zsofia NAGY
My Linh NGUYEN-KOVACS 
Eszter Julia TOROK
Eszter TICHY (captain) 
Orsolya RETTEGHY (coach)

ISRAEL
Tamar ATZMON
Gal FIBERT
Yael KAPILUTO
Lior TOLEDANO
Hadasa VINEVICH
Naomi VINEVICH
Roni MOR (captain)
Eldad GINOSSAR (coach)

ITALY
Sophia CAPOBIANCO
Eleonora DALPOZZO
Federica DALPOZZO
Valentina DALPOZZO
Annachiara PELAGGI
Maddalena PELAGGI
Dario ATTANASIO (captain)
Valerio GIUBILO (coach)

JAPAN
Marin HIRONO
Yuka INAMURA
Fumina SASAKI
Nana YAMAZAKI
Momoka YOSHIDA
Takayuki HINO (captain)

NETHERLANDS
Annika DAMEN
Lotte DE WIJS
Sarah DE WIJS
Arwen ORANJE
Imke VAN DEN WIJNGAARD
Marieke VAN DER VALK
Janneke WACKWITZ (captain)
Rens PHILIPSEN (coach)

NORWAY
Kaja BREKKE
Solvei GRANDE-WEBERG
Erleta PLANA
Maren Idland SAEGROV
Sofie Grasholt SJODAL
Cathrine WEDVIK
Sven Olai HOYLAND (captain)
Ida WENNEVOLD (coach)

POLAND
Lucja CIBOROWSKA
Milena KLIMIUK
Dominika LUCKA
Ewa MORAWSKA
Natalia SUSZANOWICZ
Zofia TROJAN
Rafal MARKS (captain)

SINGAPORE
Ke Xin ANG
Tianlu GAO
Xin Rui LIN
Beverly SEAH
Xinyi TAN
Siyao XU
Xue Heng TEO (captain)
Cheng Yen LAM (coach)

USA1
Helen CHOW
Ava DONNELLAN
Cecilia EHRLICHMAN
Kyra HELMBOLD
Katherine HWANG
Nicole QIAN
Kent MIGNOCCHI (captain)

USA2
Jasmine BAKHSHI
Yichen CAI
Sharon CHU
Ella SU
Katie SULLIVAN
Caroline ZHAO
Mitch DUNITZ (captain)



U16 OPEN TEAMS
CANADA
Rudy Zishun CHENG
Weizhuo GU
Aydan JIA
Jingyu KE
William LIU
Honwell XING
Terrence REGO (captain)

CHINA
Yuyi BU
Haochen HU
Yezhen JI
Xinhao WU
Ziwen ZHAO
Zekun ZHU
Lingyi YANG (captain)
Ruming ZHANG (coach)

CHINESE TAIPEI
Sin-Kai CHEN
Chih-Wei CHU
Yu-Chi LIU
Yu-Jui PENG
Chen-An WANG
Ping-Chen WU
Meng-Hsiang WANG (captain)

DENMARK
Ida Viola BINDERKRANTZ
Liv DYREKILDE
Theodor HOLM FAXOEE
Emilie KNIE-ANDERSEN
Anna MOELLER HEJLESEN
Christian ZEEBERG
Sophie BUNE (captain)

ENGLAND
Sam AKAYAN
Cecilia Hazel BIRDSALL
Aleksander BLICHARZ
Joseph HEDGES
Wilf MARSHALL
Sophie MORRIS
Stuart KING (captain)
Stephen KENNEDY (coach)

FRANCE
Timothe BERNIERI
Lubin CREPIN
Blanche LEGRAS
Clement LEJOSNE
Esteban LYOEN
Xavier ROULLE
Thibaud VINCENOT (captain)

GERMANY
Maximilian DE WILJES
Sebastian DE WILJES
Lara HOFMEISTER
Frieda KEIM
Jacob ROSE
Armin WLAD
Marie BOECKER (captain)
Jan-Hendrik DE WILJES (coach)

GREECE
Eleni KAPIDAKI
Ioannis KAPIDAKIS
Dimitrios KATSAKIORIS
Nikolaos OIKONOMOU
Theofanis VELLIOS
Maria VLACHOU
Marianna KORONI (captain) 
Vasileios VIRVIDAKIS (coach)

HONG KONG, CHINA
Yutong CAI
Gavin CHAN
Godfrey CHAN
Oscar DENG
Eric WANG
Zhixiang YAO
Suet Yu Zoe LI (captain)
Sam TSENG (coach)

INDIA
Prakhar BANSAL
Viha GAHROTRA
Ananya MEHTA
Jashith NARANG
Adhiyaman ZODYPACHE
Agilan ZODYPACHE
Koushik MUKHERJEE (captain) (coach)

ISRAEL
Yonatan BEN MELECH
Ofek Ohad GAL OR
Yahli HIBA
Reem KHUTORSKY
Shira LAHAV
Aviv Leonardo ZAIDENBERG GATT 
Danny LOONSTEIN (captain)
Eldad GINOSSAR (coach)

LATVIA
Beatrise BETHERE
Martins BRIEDIS
Sofia LITVAK
Lenarts STRAUME
Karlis RUBINS (captain) (coach)

NETHERLANDS
Thom BLOMSTEEL
Dijk DE ROOIJ
Yuxiang LIU
Tobias POTHOF
Karlijn VISSER
Madelon SPEK (captain)
Dennis STUURMAN (coach)

NORWAY
Solveig DRAEGE
Theodor LILLEJORD
Brage Hansen MOE
Markus Hansen MOE
Emil OLSEN
Sienna Vedaa VANGDAL
Kristian ELLINGSEN (captain)
Ida WENNEVOLD (coach)

POLAND
Maksymilian BLICHARZ
Jakub MICHALSKI
Blazej MROZ
Hubert OZIBKO
Marcel PROKOPOWICZ
Franciszek STEZALA
Roland LIPPIK (captain)
Marcin KUFLOWSKI (coach)

THAILAND
Parichaya ARAMRUANG
Anurak BUNAERSA
Punyisa NGARM-EK
Panpreeya RODHUAB
Kit ROEANGRIWONG
Chantima THONGNAM
Chirawut THOTONGKAM (captain)
Jirawat HONGNAPA (coach)

USA1
Andrew CHEN
Kyo CHEN
Adam HEMMER
Zinnia MEYER
Alex SHIH
Jeff XIAO
Alex KOLESNIK (captain)
Steve CHEN (coach)

USA2
Lee BLOCHER
Arjun Mudit CHAUNAL
Jayson LEE
Kate LEE
Kevin WEI
Alex XU
William WATSON (captain)



U31 OPEN TEAMS
ARGENTINA
Francisco GUERRA
Ignacio Joaquin MIQUELEZ CABALLERO
Camila NUNEZ
Ramiro NUNEZ
Santiago SEMBEROIZ
Nicolas TISCORNIA BIAUS
Francisco GUERRA (captain)
Michael WHIBLEY (coach)

BULGARIA
Mark ANDONOV
Zahari FEROV
Dobromir LAZAROV
Angel MOMOV
Todor PAVLOV
Nikolay VASILEV (captain)

CHILE
Philippe CAZABON
Nicolas DAVILA
Francisca NACRUR
Bastian PEREZ
Philippe CAZABON (captain)

CHINA
Zijie CHU
Hongjian GAO
Cheng LI
Yuhang LI
Xiang LIU
Qianyi TAN
Xucheng WU (captain)
Xiangping ZHANG (coach)

CHINESE TAIPEI
Yen-Jung CHEN
Yung-Yun CHENG
Chia-fan CHIANG
Da-Yung HSIAO
Shuo LI
Chien-Ya LIN
Yohsin FANG (captain)

ENGLAND
Jonathan CLARK
Aaron HUTTON
Kripa PANCHAGNULA (captain)
Oliver Kenzo POWELL
Stephen KENNEDY (coach)

ESTONIA
Mirjam IHER
Susanna LAAN
Raigo LUHAORG
Riko PIIRISILD
Reti TOOM
Rao ZVOROVSKI (captain)
Manglus LEMBER (coach)

FRANCE
Pierre BEDOUET
Luc BELLICAUD
Romain BLOCH
Colin DEHEEGER
Thomas GUICHET
Esteban VALLET
Herve FLEURY (captain)

GERMANY
Andreas BAUER
Stig JESSE
Petar PETROV
Yuan TIAN
Zixuan ZHU
Yang ZUO
Jan-Hendrik DE WILJES (captain)
Marie BOECKER (coach)

INDIA
SHUBHAM ACHARYA
Surajit BAR
Swarnashish CHATTERJEE
Pradip DEY
Souvik KAR
Sagnik ROY
Sandeep THAKRAL (captain) (coach)

INDONESIA
Della Ayu NOBIRA
Desy Noervita RAHAYU
Mohammad Shahbana SATRIAWAN
Rachma SHAUMI
Dewita Sonya TARABUNGA
Stefanus Endras WIJAYANTO
Tonny Prihatna SASTRAMIHARDJA 
(captain)
Very PANGKEREGO (coach)

ITALY
Giovanni DONATI
Gabriele GIUBILO
Andrea MANGANELLA
Giacomo PERCARIO
Roberto SAU
Sebastiano SCATA
Valerio GIUBILO (captain)
Dario ATTANASIO (coach)

LATVIA
Martins BALODIS
Janis ILZINS
Druvis JANSONS
Rainers KREITALS
Edgars OLLA
Toms STRAUME
Karlis RUBINS (captain) (coach)

NETHERLANDS
Aafko BOONSTRA
Anouk CASPARIE
Rick EMMERS
Wout KLARENBEEK
Malou SPRINKHUIZEN
Bob VAN NOORT
Ietje FRIESEN (captain)
Emile SCHOLS (coach)

POLAND
Jakub ANDRUSZKIEWICZ
Bartosz BEJENKA
Jakub BEREZA
Tomasz KIELBASA
Bernard KULA
Edward SUCHARDA
Marek MARKOWSKI (captain)

SCOTLAND
Edan GARDNER
Antone HUANG
Jennifer MIDDLETON
Damien MURRAY
Jack SHEARER
Niall TENNANT
Jake MILNE (captain)

SERBIA
Slobodan GUZVICA
Selena PEPIC (captain)
Marko SEIZOVIC
Mihailo SIMIC
Stojan VAZIC
Bogdan VELICKOVIC

SINGAPORE
Heng GAO
Han Wei KOH
Derek LEE (captain)
Ryan LEE
Jazlene ONG
Sida WU

USA1
Peter BEER
Morgan JOHNSTONE (captain)
Jessica UDOMSRIRUNGRUANG
Henry XING

USA2
Arjun DHIR
Yongkang HUANG
Joseph LIEBERMAN
Christopher WELLAND
Alan YEUNG
Vincent ZHU
Alex KOLESNIK (captain)
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By Brian Senior

There has, of course, been no play as yet in the 
current championships, so here is a taster from last year’s 
championships to whet your appetite.

We had a visit from two American captains, each with a 
story about a grand slam deal involving their teams. 

U21 Round 16 – USA1 v New Zealand

Board 23. Dealer South. All Vul.
[ A K Q J 8
] 8 6
{ 10 9 3 2
} A 2

 [ 9 3 2 [ 10 6 4
 ] 9 7 ] Q 4 3
 { 7 { J 8 6 5
 } K Q 9 8 7 4 3 } J 10 5

[ 7 5
] A K J 10 5 2
{ A K Q 4
} 6

 West North East South
Xu Schireson

– – – 1]
 Pass 1[ Pass 3{
 Pass 3[ Pass 4]
 Pass 4NT Pass 5{
 Pass 5NT Pass 6{
 Pass 7[ All Pass

At the other table, the New Zealand N/S got to 7{, 
a good contract, but not the best available as, even with 
the diamonds onside, the four-one split meant that a heart 
finesse was required for the thirteenth trick.

For USA, Olivia Schireson opened 1] and, mindful 
of being vulnerable, West passed, just as was the case in 
the other room. Michael Xu responded 1[ and Schireson 
jumped to 3{, GF. Xu’s next bid was the key to the successful 
auction, repeating the chunky spades rather than supporting 
diamonds. A good tip is to avoid bidding weak suits on good 
hands, and there would always be the possibility to get back 
to diamonds later if it really seemed necessary.

Schireson bid 4] and now it was time for Key-card. 
Schireson showed three, for hearts, then the king of 
diamonds, and Xu was sure that Seven had to have fair play 
facing a hand that could force to game opposite a possibly 
misfitting five- or six-count, so jumped to 7[.

Seven Spades is, of course, much better than 7{, as declarer 
will be able to ruff one or two hearts, according to the trump 
split, as required to establish a thirteenth trick in the suit.

On the actual deal, USA1 gained 2 IMPs. Apart from 
this match, there were two more pairs in 7{ and one in 
7NT. Nobody else reached the top spot of 7[.

Technically, our second exhibit is not an American 
Grand, in that it was bid by the opposition, but it was a 
great triumph for the American team.

U26 Round 15 – USA2 v Poland

Board 9. Dealer North. E/W Vul.
[ 10 2
] 9 7 3
{ Q 9 8 6 5 2
} 8 3

 [ A Q 7 [ K 8 6 4
 ] A K 6 5 ] J
 { K 10 { A 7 4 3
 } A Q J 10 } K 7 4 2

[ J 9 5 3
] Q 10 8 4 2
{ J
} 9 6 5

 West North East South
Wan Duffie

– Pass Pass 1]
 Dble 2] 4[ Pass
 4NT Pass 5] Pass
 5NT Pass 6{ Pass
7} Pass Pass Dble
 7NT All Pass

Cornelius Duffie decided to open very light in third seat 
and, when the Polish West doubled, Qinqin Wan made a 
simple raise to 2]. East jumped to 4[ and, looking at a 
mere 23-count, West asked for key-cards, finding two, then 
for kings, finding one. So East was known to have the two 
black kings and the ace of diamonds, and West made the 
fine bid of 7} to offer a choice of grand slams.

This auction might well have been an award winner, as East 
made the obvious choice to leave partner in 7}, which was 
quite cold. But now Duffie came back to life with a psychic 
Lightner Double. What could West think? Clearly South was 
ruffing something, presumably a spade, so he ran to the hoped 
for safety of 7NT, only to find that he had been conned.

Starting with 11 top tricks, that is the number that 
declarer came to, so the contract was down two for –200. 
That wasn’t quite as big a pick-up as it might have been, 
because in the other room the Polish North opened 3{ 
and, after two passes, West overcalled 3NT and played 
there for +660 and 13 IMPs to USA2.
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Elsewhere, two pairs reached 7[, going down, of course, 
and two bid and made 7}. Their auctions were as follows:

For Turkey v France

 West North East South
 Gulez Eker

– Pass 1{ 1]
Dble Pass 1[ Pass
2] Pass 3} Pass
4} Pass 4{ Pass
 4NT Pass 5] Pass
 5NT Pass 6} Pass
7} All Pass

For England v Argentina

 West North East South
 Winter Anoyrkatis

– Pass 1{ Pass 
1] Pass 1[ Pass
2} Pass 3} Pass
4] Pass 4{ Pass
 4NT Pass 5{ Pass
 6Nt Pass 7} All Pass

Take a bow, Cem Gulez and Muhammed Furkan Eker, 
and Daniel Winter and Sam Anoyrkatis.

Paul Barden (England U16 npc), wrote about a defensive 
intrafinesse:

He was impressed with the defence found by Harriet 
Cork and Thomas Bradkin on the first board of our Round 
11 match against Chinese Taipei.

Board 1. Dealer North. None Vul.
[ K 4
] Q 8 4
{ Q 7 5 4
} K J 10 5

 [ A Q 7 5 3 [ J 10
 ] 10 7 2 ] A K J 6
 { 10 2 { K J 6
 } A 9 8 } Q 7 6 2

[ 9 8 6 2
] 9 5 3
{ A 9 8 3
} 4 3

 West North East South
 Cheng Cork Chan Bradkin

– 1{ 1NT Pass
2] Pass 2[ Pass
 3NT All Pass

Harriet Cork, North, opened 1{ – I thoroughly approve 
of opening 11-counts at love all - East overcalled 1NT, then 
West transferred to spades and bid 3NT, which became the 
final contract. 

Thomas Bradkin, naturally, led his partner’s suit, and 
intelligently chose the nine, which had the effect of taking 
an ‘intra-finesse’ – the defence can now establish the 
diamonds for only one loser.

Declarer won the first trick with the jack and tried the 
spade finesse, which lost, and now Harriet played her 
part by returning the queen of diamonds to the king and 
ace, pinning dummy’s ten. Thomas cashed the eight of 
diamonds then continued the fine defence by switching to a 
club, rather than leading a fourth diamond which his partner 
would have had to win and which would have left her with 
no effective exit card. Declarer had to take dummy’s ace 
to avoid going off at once but, with the spades blocked, 
he could take only two tricks in the suit and, despite the 
friendly lie of the hearts, could come to only eight in all. 

At the other table, the three of diamonds lead went to the 
queen and ace (North could have brought off the same intra-
finesse by playing the seven, but couldn’t possibly know to do 
that). Will Battersby took the spade finesse, the defence played 
more diamonds, and so declarer made 11 tricks. That was 11 
IMPs to England, and an eventual narrow win in the match. 

Anders Brogeland of the Norwegian U21 team found a 
neat ducking play on this deal which was overlooked by his 
counterpart at the other table. 

Board 18. Dealer East. N/S Vul.
[ Q 7 5 4 2
] 3 2
{ Q 2
} K 8 7 5

 [ A K 9 6 3 [ –
 ] K 10 ] 9 8 7 6
 { K J 3 { A 10 8 7 6 5
 } J 4 2 } A Q 3

[ J 10 8
] A Q J 5 4
{ 9 4
} 10 9 6

 West North East South
Saetre Brogeland

 – – 1{ 1]
 1[ Pass 2{ Pass
 3NT All Pass

At the other table there was no 1] overcall, but North 
led the three of hearts anyway, West having bid spades then 
clubs before admitting to a heart stopper. South won the 
ace at trick one and continued with a low heart to declarer’s 
ace. It would not have been clear to declarer, Christian 
Johnsen, who had the heart length, only that they might 
be five-two, if the defensive carding to these two tricks was 
to be believed. However, declarer picked up the diamonds 
successfully, leading low to the ace then back to the king, 
and came to 10 tricks for +430.



Magnus Saetre also led the three of hearts, but Brogeland 
followed with an encouraging four, playing for the heart 
lay-out to be exactly as it was. Not only did this keep defensive 
communications open, but it also seems to have convinced 
declarer that it was North who held the heart length. That 
being the case, South rated to have the diamond length, so 
he won the ten of hearts, led a diamond to the ace, and back 
to the jack, losing to the doubleton queen. Saetre duly led 
his remaining heart, and Brogeland cashed four of those for, 
apparently, down two for –100 and 11 IMPs to Norway. 
Don’t ask me where the second undertrick comes from.

Eric Bô sent in a message to point out an interesting ending 
on this deal from Round 12 of the U31 championship.

Board 22. Dealer East. E/W Vul.
[ A K Q J 4
] K 7 6 3
{ K 9 6
} A

 [ 9 8 [ 7 6 3
 ] 4 ] A Q 8 2
 { J 10 7 3 { A 5 4
 } J 10 9 8 5 4 } K Q 7

[ 10 5 2
] J 10 9 5
{ Q 8 2
} 6 3 2

 West North East South
 – – 1NT Pass
 2[ Pass 2NT Pass
3} Dble Pass 3]
Pass 4] Dble All Pass

This was the auction at one table, 2[ followed by 3} of 
course being an attempt to play in the latter contract.

West led the nine of spades, declarer winning in dummy 
to preserve his spade entry to hand for later in the play. 
Declarer led a low heart off the dummy and East played 
low, so he won the ]J and played a second heart. That 
did not look so good when East won the queen and ace of 
hearts then played a fourth round.

It may not have looked so good for declarer, but it actually 
meant that the contract was now cold as the cards lay. Can 
you see it?

Declarer wins the fourth heart and cashes all the spades, 
and neither opponent can afford to discard a diamond, else a 
diamond to the queen and a diamond back sets up two tricks 
in the suit while declarer still has the ace of clubs to get back in 
with. So both defenders must come down to a singleton club 
and, if declarer has read the position correctly, dummy has 
two cards in each minor. He cashes the ace of clubs and leads 
low towards the {Q, and the small club is his tenth trick. Both 
defenders have been squeezed in the same two suits.

The best chance for the defence is for East to keep two 
clubs and two diamonds, and West three diamonds. Now 
declarer has to come down to three diamonds in dummy, 
else East can rise with the ace on the first diamond and 

return a club, leaving the diamonds blocked.
Sadly for us, declarer did not find this position in real life, 

so was down one.
I am indebted by Barry Goren for spotting this beautiful 

piece of declarer play from the Israel v Netherlands U26 semi-
final, session two. I am also indebted to Barry for his being 
able to name the type of squeeze involved – a vice squeeze – I 
am clueless where squeeze nomenclature is concerned.

Board 25. Dealer North. E/W Vul.
[ 5
] 6 3
{ A 9 8 3 2
} K 8 7 6 5

 [ A 9 8 6 4 [ Q J 7 3
 ] J 10 4 2 ] 9 8 5
 { 6 { J 7 5 4
 } J 9 2 } 4 3

[ K 10 2
] A K Q 7
{ K Q 10
} A Q 10

 West North East South
 Zamir V de Paverd Toledano Nijssen

– 2} Pass 2NT
 Pass 3[ Pass 4}
 Pass 4{ Pass 4NT
 Pass 5] Pass 6NT
 All Pass

In the other room, the Israeli N/S had bid to the cold 
6}, played by South, for a safe and secure +920.

Here, Tim Van de Paverd opened 2} with the North hand, 
showing either a weak two bid in clubs, or a game-forcing 
hand. I doubt that Oscar Nijssen had too much difficulty in 
guessing which hand-type his partner held on this occasion.

Two No Trump asked, 3[ said something but I don’t know 
what, but the important thing was that when Nijssen set trumps, 
his partner could show the ace of diamonds, after which Nijssen 
asked, found two key-cards, and bid the club slam.

West, Ami Zamir, led the ten of hearts, their systemic lead 
against a NT contract, and Oren Toledano signalled with 
the nine. Nijssen won the heart and tested the diamonds. 
However, Zamir showed out on the second round, pitching 
a spade, so Nijssen abandoned diamonds for now and 
turned his attention to clubs.

On the third club, East threw a spade, and on the 
fourth, the eight of hearts, then another spade on the fifth. 
Meanwhile, West discarded two more spades, and Nijssen, 
who had clearly seen the ending that he wanted to play 
for, bared the king of spades. Finally, he cashed the ace 
of diamonds, and that forced West down to a bare ace of 
spades. Nijssen came to hand with a heart, eliminating 
East’s last card in the suit, then exited with the king of 
spades to the ace, and West had to lead away from the jack 
of hearts and round to declarer’s queen-seven; 12 tricks bid 
and made for +990 and +2 IMPs to Netherlands.

‘If only I had led a low heart at trick one,’ thought West.


